Corps Wants . ...

to cut water WATER

release at
Hartwell

Residents want longer-ierm
plan to maintain water level

By Anna Simon
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As dry weaﬂlﬁar canﬁ
tinues to take a toll on Up-
state lakes, the U.S._ﬂnn},r
Corps of Engineers is con-
sidering temporary action
{0 keep more water in the
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Lake Hartwell

ing all the requirements, At
certain fimes during the

what's going on,” Hall said.

Association wants long-
term changes in how the
priorities lakes are managed.

of  “We let a lot of water out
in July and August, which

is 6 feet coincided with a heat wave

ham, president of the more below full pool. For several that we had on the East

than 2,000-member associ-
ation that seeks to keep
‘more water in the lake
throughout the year.

The corps is following 4
Cpretty  standard” proce-
' dure for winter drought,
'Burnham  said.  “They
! eould do a better job before

months,

ond at leve] 1,

Lake Hartwell Associa-
tion leaders “are really
looking after the best inter-
ests of Lake Hartwell,” but

corps dropped to

needsaswell, Col. JeffHall,
commander of the coms'
Savannah district, told The
Greenvnlle News.

od i part of an

the lakes have
been at drought level 1, the
itll';iﬁaj drought trigger in

e corps’ lake manage was g lot of demand on the
ment plan, The plan limits i
release from Thurmond to
between 4,200 and 3,800
cubic feet of water per sec-

bic feet per second, within
the permissible range. The
corps now seeks a drop to
3,600 cubic feet per second.
The public comment peri-

mental assessment that is
required before the comps

Coast, and obviously a high
demand for power,” Burn-
ham said. “Im sure there

corps to generate a lot of
power al that time. We
dropped quite a bit in those
twi months.”

There's been some rain,

In  midOctober, the but “we're still several inch.

4,000 cu- oo behind,” Burnham said.

precipitation  deficit for
Greenville for the vear
sifice Jan. 1. So far in De
cember, rainfall in Green-
ville is more than 2 inches
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across it on daily com-

make decisions based on
the data versus the erno-
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‘This would keep more
water in lakes Hartwell,
Russell and Thurmond,
which the corps operafes
as a single system. Howev-  m
er, it means less water
ing downstream to supply
drinking water, industry

The Lake Hartwell Asso-
ciation board “strongly ad
vocates” reduced flows and
is encouraging individuals
and business owners fo
ail or e-mail commentsto
go- the corps, said Herb Burn-

see WATER on page 4A

der water.
doesn't want to see
posed winter flow

Its a sight Burnham
While welcome, the pro-

tion is a shortterm meas-
ure, and the Lake Hartwell

measurement, according
to information in the corps’
draft .environmental as-
sessment. Late summer
and fall,- though, brought
below-average  precipita-
tion.

again.
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