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- Comprehensive

Plan resurfaces

Discussion comes as

Oconec tries to get

back on track with its rezoning requests

BY CARLOS GALARZA
THE IDLANAL

WALHALLA — Some-
what lost in the shuffle
over the past elght
months — as Qoonee
County officials juggled
their attention ona
myriad of pressing
issues — the updated
Comprehensive Plan
resurfaces on tonight's
Ocanee Cottnty Council

agenda,
The timing for a re-

newed discussion on the

plan, which some would
describe as & hlueprint
o the m:rm:n"s future,

~ eould not come at a bet-

tertime,

Among thenineg
elements or subjects

analyzed in the Com-

;'rrﬂhauﬁhfe Plan is Land
Use, which includes the
gounty’s Future Land -
Lise Map.

A discussion on Land
Useis critically relevant
ag Oconee triestoget

11 oG |
pat: Dconee County
Council meeting
When: 6 tonight
Where: Council Chambers,
415 5. Pine 5, Walhalla

back antrack with 4
backlog of rezoning
requests put on hold as
officials try to figure out
how to proceed with two -
gyerlapping petitions

o1l properties on or near
Lake Keowee,

Council Chairman Reg
Dexter is eoncerned that
the Method 2 use of prop-
erty owners’ signatures
an A petition to reguest
a particular rezoning
category is mistakenly
looked on as a vote or
will afa cerfain group,

Dexter points out that
the'courts in South
Carolina, as County At-
torney Tom Martin has
pointed out mainy times,
have consistently ruled

SEE PLAN, PAGE AS

PLAN: Second reading slated for tonight
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Hgninst the notion that
zoning could be hirought
about by a vote,
According to Nartin,
South Carolina jurispru-
dence gives County Coun-
cil the final say on zoning
and that the counecil relies
on the Comprehensive
Plan and & county’s FLUM
in making any decision.
The council is'expected
tn approve on second read-
ing the L_‘:umprahmrsm
_Plan tonight; Public hear-

ings and a third and final
reading of the plan is set
for October.

State law requires cour-
ties to update their Com-
prehensive Plan every five
years. The second reading
of the Comprehensive
Plan leads to an initial
look at an ordinance to
create the Dconee County
Conservation Bank.

Suich a bank is one of
the recommendations
contained in the Compre-
hensive Plan.

Dexter said the Conser:

vation Bank ordinance
deliberately omits how to
fund it. Ha saidthat once
the bank is organized, the
county would be better po-
sitioned to go after grants.
‘Other funding options for
the bank would be left up
ta taxpayers in the future,
he sald. The ordinance also
. would call for the appoint:
ment of a seven-member
‘board to oversesthe Con-
servation Bank.
Anather grdinance
being taken up on first
reading is one that would

allow the county (o pir-

chase more than 400 acres

on Highway 11.

This proposal was
originally contained with
thepurchasno of two ut‘ner
properties it was sepa-

‘rated go that Councilman

Joel Thrift could abatain
from voting on the High-
way 11 property.

Thrift said he is abstaifi-
ing betause his childhood
[riend owns the Highway
11 property.
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