 Cold blast lets WNC ski

All six finally ready to go as

season gets o 1o carly tart |
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SAPPHIRE - If anyone
is loving the frigid tem-
peratures  ‘that - havye -
gripped - Western . North
Carglina this past ~week,
it's mountain ski areas;

With the opening of -

Sapphire Valley Ski Area
on Dec. 17, all six’ moun-

. tain ski areas will finally

“be gpen for the season,
. The cold blast, along
with a more than $1 mil
lion capital investment in-
-ski area upgrades, has
helped Sapphire Ski Area,
inJackson County, actual-
ly open earlier than usdal,
-“This is the. first time
since 2013 that we:will be-
open. for the- Christmas
holiday,” said Jim King,
the ski drea’s marketing
director... “Everybody’s.
excited, Last year people
- came up here. and they
weren’t able to ski foy the
holidays, We have a lot of
excited guests this year” .
. The blast - of - ¢old
weatlier..dropping: tem-
beratures below froezing
allowed the ski area tq.
start making snow last
weekend. But the real
boost was the hew, state-
of-the-art piping, pumps
and snow guns, King said,
“We haven’t changed

. At‘oi.

ou-f*pilv)es since 1964 when
the’ski-area opened. We

: - took.out all the old piping

‘that :was corroded, and !

- putinnew high-techpipes - -

from- Switzerland.

' They're like Lego bloeks.

Now, if you have to repair,
a section, instead of hay-
ing $0 weld, you just pull
out a 20-foot section and -
put anew ohe in.” - *
. ‘The upgrades include ‘
4,100 feet of new piping; 15
HKD halo guns, and a new
pump. that can blow 650
pounds per square inchiof
- S1OW, up from the 100 psi
of the last pump. -~ - S
-+ “Now' we have a-lot .
more water going up 1o .
the ski guns, which géner- -,

-até a heck:of a -Jot more

“SNOw;" he said;. -\ L
. The entire. snowmak-
ing system is now fully
-automatic and controlled
by computer, Techniciang -

- no longer have 1o watch

the Weather Channel and -
hand. calculate termper-

-‘ature, wind and humidity ©

know when to-stirt up-
the guns, King said. Com-" .
puters analyze thevcondi- -
tions an turn the guns on.- - Wo

-and : off.. ‘automatically . Mg is

‘When weather conditions
are appropriate, ...

~ Sapphire - Valley" will-

also open its Frozen Falls
Tube World Deg, 17 .

 thrgught

open

- "Wﬁﬁé fliéfother five ski
‘areas have been open,
most plan to open their

' Snow  tubing runs  this
~'weekend:Cataloochee Ski -

Area in Maggie Valley,
which opened Nov, 21, will

open-- its.. Tony’s. . Tube -

‘World- Dec. 17. The tube

run is' 4 milés ‘down the

road from the ski areal.
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