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SENECA — Tonight's ing about renting private
big-time college football homes, sort of like what
gEMEin (.L}lemmn is gen- happened when Atlan-
erating big-time business  ta hosted the Olympic
for hotels, restaurantsand  Games.”
stores along the .8, 123 Becky Patton, assistant
gﬁéﬂg from Seneca to property manager at Lake
S ) Keowee Rentals, the rent-
. i gamefallsona  aldivision of 1st Choice
1:1_’15 Labor Day weekend Realty, agreed with Sloan
generating plenty of that the demand has
mfﬂc for areabusi-  been off the charts. Lake
2 8. Keowee Rentals manages
Ken Sloan, head of the more than 100 rental prop-
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bath condos, vitlas and
townhomes. Although
some of the renials are
long-term, the majority
of units booked have
been driven by the Clem-
son versus University of
Georgia game.

“Housine is definite-
ly in demand,” Patton
said. “We are completely
booked, Some people are
having to stay in Green-
ville”

Slpan said it's unfortu-
nate that the new Hamp-
ton Inn in Seneca likely
won't be ready to open
for another two weeks,
because if would have
had its 100 romms com-
pletely booked, too, He

gaid hotels make more
money during Clemson’s
football season because
the rates are at least 70
percent more expensive
than off-season rates.

Kevin Short, director
of the Oconee County
Regional Airport, said
calls have been stream.-
ing in all week with

inguiries about parking
at the facility, rental
car referrals and hotel

accommodations.

Short said he expectet.
to start seelng a pick-up
in the number of flights
coming in for the game
by late Friday afternoon.
However, he said the bus-
jest time would be today.

The airport, which
extended its ruonway
{0 5,000 feet in 2012, is
expecting 4 few more
arrivals from larger cor-
porate jets that previous-
ly could not land there
hecatse of the shorter

runway.

“Typically, the people
that come in corporate
jets are alumni,” Short
gajd. “It’s the season
opener with a renewing
rivalry from a next-door
neighbor, and it's going
to make for a great foot-
ball weekend.”

The positive ripple ef
fect on the local economy
extends to many restau-
rants, shops and $tOres,
Sloan said.

wPhe rule of thumb on
the economic impact is
that visitors spend about
$125 a day while they are
here,” he said.
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Shopping and browsing picked up steam a;cﬁlg}a?if;ﬁ
;\:em:le in demsop on Friday. The season-opening

) o:w own between the Tigers and University of Geor-
gia tonight is generating traffic for businesses alon
the LL.5, 123 corridor from Seneca to Central. £




