Clemson University is known for its highly ranked men's

golf and immaculate Walker Golf Course, see
above. The university Is also among 20 universities
throughout the country to cffer a bachelor's degree in

golf management as part of the PGA Golf Management

University program.
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CLEMSON — In 1973,
University golf team cap-
tain Don Perne came up
with the idea to combine

acollege degree with PGA

In so doing, he estab-

2001, and pmdlmesﬁﬂ to 60
per year.

The PGA GnlfMﬂnaEE-
ment University Program,
as it wasrenamedin
2008, is a four-and-a-half
to five-year college cur-
riculim for aspiring PGA
_professionals, Students
in the program acguire
the knowledge and skills

| necessary for siiccess in
the golf industry through
extensive classroom stud-
fes and internship experi-
2nce,

Graduates not only earn
a college degree, they be-
come a PGA member with

W

HICK :.nms, QIrecior of
“the PGA Golf Management
University Program at
Clemson, said the univer-
sity's participation began
through Larry Allen,

“Dr. Allen started the

| program in corjunction

with Parks, Recreation
and T—:mnsm

ment (PRTM),” Lucas said.
“There was a need for
more people in the busi-
ness and industry.”

Cherl Tschetschot, direc-
tor of PGA Golf Manage-
ment University Program
for PGA of America, said
students study all aspects
of golf — including golf
course operation, turf

- operation and running the

business of golf. She said
students also learn about
customer service, one of
the most important things
taught.

Tschetzchot added that
students must undergo 16
months of apprenticeship
and that each of the 20
universities are required

| to appoint an intern-

ship coordinator to place
studernits in various areas.
She said eriterla standards
must be met to be consid-
ered for a golf management
university, including the
availahility of academic
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million jobs in the United

$60billion in wage income.

Tschetschot said that,
upan graduation, students
are often initially hired
as assistant professional
before moving on to head
pmfessional director of
gm:leral mﬂﬂaﬁﬂr

Despite the avnﬂahﬂli'Y
of jobs, Tschetschot admits
the golf industry has not
been immune to the eco-
nomic recession.

“Fortunately, the decline
has been less than li for-
and the PGA is

m a plﬂ_'[[ that.mﬂ
hopefully address growth’
in the next decade,” she
gaid.

Lucas said eurriculum is
being mmur& towards

qu hﬂ_ﬂ An oversup-
ply of golf courses,” Lucas
sald. “We added too many
golf courses when the
industry was booming
$O We see an oversupply
of tee times. I'm training
students on key metrics in
order to maximize indi-
viduals return on their
{rivastment."

m‘dn]g to LIJ.CHS-
between 100 and 200 golf
eountry are in decline and
500 to 1,000 are expected
Vears.

"Golf will remain a vi-
able sport in business, but-
it will have to be the right
giza," Lucas said.

1n order to prepare stu-
dents —in which there are

as many as 70 to 80 that are -

active in the program —to
meet the new economy,
Lucas said social networks
such as Facebook and
Twitter are being used to
bring in new customiers.

SMar obidnvbe smaate

!

W 5 HusiiD gy g
technology easily, but jt'g
about change 1t’s aboyt the
emographms

' Clems
N smun Bampball

Co_astal Carohn

Udistand
4 are tha

five un ties in

the Carojj
. olinas tg Dartici.

PR com | ) 72



