City of Pickens
awarded grants
for beginning
of bike project

By Nicole Daughhetee
Staff Reporter
mmﬁ@'hpummnmu

PICKENS — After five
years of applicaton processes,
the city of Pickens wus Anally
awarded two federally Furded
grants recentlyra $100,000 grant
trom the Department of Ii.:le.,
Recreation and Tounsm and a
$400,000 grant from the Appa-
lachian Regitmal Commission.

“These grants are extremely
compettve,” said Pickens aty
administrator Katherne Brack-
ett. “The PRT prant is 3 state-
wide grane and the ARC grant
covers the entire Appalachizn
regon, which encompasses sev-
eral states”

Brackett says the city is
honored and excited 1o be the

ipicnts of these futwlt sing
addiiconal funds fom the cir's
hospitality tax, approximately

posed loop and gedes of bicy-
cle-friendly trails, toads, parks
and riding desnnations locered
in the Upsrare of South Carolina
that encompasées a 17-gquare-

mile tranpulic areg tclidin
thie eities 0 Pickens, Easley, an
Liberty,

Within the PELCOR, bi-
cycle ddess of all rypes (road,
rnountain hike, and BMX) and
skill leveds (beginner, -ndtzan_t:ed,
and Exptrrgb will Hod wvadous
destinations that accommodate
thetr bicycling ambipons. Pri-
mary gouls of PELCOR are o
improve wellness, enhance fam-
ly, and further knowledpe and
appreciation of the local com-
munigies while contributing tis
economic growth aad prosper-
ity.
i Ride Garden, LLC, is part-
nering with the city of Pickens
to revitalize Town Creek Patk as
the inidal PELCOR facility,

SBO0.000 of funding wall be
used roward implementing the
initial phases of the Town Creck
Park Master Plan. The master
plan and othér informution is
available theough the cty of
Pickens website ar wwwieityof-
‘pickensnet. P
Towmn  Creek Park, located
niext 1o the Plageround of Prom-
e, 15 seated on a 10-acre ppar-
cel of land owned by the ciry
of Pickens. With this recenty
awarded grane finding, the park
will'be transformed into one of
the premier off-road bicycling fa-
cilittes it Upstace South Caeoling,
Located just one mile from
historic downtown Pickens, the
pack will serve as the frsr of
theee anchor destinatons within
the propased  Pickens-Easley-
Libn;%::mﬂdm_fPELCDR}.
PELCOR # a pro-

Seo GRANTS on page 10A

Hrackett says char the miin
eeect of focus at Town Creck
ark 15 the Appalachian Lumber
Trall (ALTY, 'l%c ALT is an old
rail line thal Wik vice & fully ap+
cranional railway system running
throuph Pickens.

"It provides & nice, natoral
rrall bed,” said Bracker, “The
Plan ik to ose the exising rail
line and create 9 10:12-Foo
wide paved path, much like
parts of the Swamp Rabbit Trail
m’ Greenville. The teall will be
mutl-use and wheel chae coces-
sible"

One of the mote unique
teatures of Town Creek Park
will be the conssruetion of 2
“pump coaster,” which Brack-
ett savs 15 similar ta an obstacle
course for mountan bikers and
more skilled mders.

“Becavpse it wll be the only
course of its kind {n the Up-
state, it will bring people here
frevn the outside.” said Bracketr.

“We want to develop s experi-
ence for people visiting the Up-
state; sumething they can do for
four or five hours, Afrer, they
cliri visit downtown to eat and
shop, which brings money into
olir economy;”

In addition to the “pump
coaster,” a vatiety of other hik-
ing and walling tafls in Town
Creek Park will be rehabilitated
50 they don't detengrate gver
timie G siecumb o the clements
the wily some of them have.

Because the project is being
funded federal prants,
Town Creek Park will have to
umderpy several more studies
before projects can begin so
that any historical elements in
the arda can be properly pre-

Once these studies have
been completed, Bracketr says
the land 15 shovel-ready for the
initial phases of the master plan
to be put into place. She esti-
tnates that work on Town Creek
Park will probably begin in Janu-
al:le}]ﬁ.

“Ir mkes a ot of working
topether o meke Pickets and
the rese of the ug:mh:'n destina-
tion where people want rp visit.
These prants are the caralyst we
needed o move forward” said
Brackere “All the stars seemed
to alipgn perfectdy, or the aty’
windd have waited o embark
oa this prlject.

While thete fd & groun of
resdens d:rmughnutgtﬁ':&ms
Counry who have wvoiced op-
position. w mult-modal trails
i the county, Bragkett says she
has only heard excitenient from
loeal business owners, council
members and othér peaple who
serve ol the committees and at.
tend public meetings perramitg
1 these developments
= Thea 51? Esasley was alin
wtded §75,000 i grant fund.
g from the Department of
Parks; Recreation and Tourism,
ity wdministrator Fox Simons
said the funds will go toward
continved developnient of the
Pi_rual'r;r,' Creek Greenway in' Ea-
slew, '



