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WALHATLILA —As the
Qconee County Councit
considers the purchase of
amore than 400 acres of
land on S.C. Highway 11,
city officials are chiming
in abouit the possible im-
pacta massive county-run
recreation facility may

have on their own opera-
tions. :

Project North was
presented last week as the
future home of recre-

-ational opportunities and

commercial and indus-
trial facilities. Although
the initial presentation
focused on recreation,
mest councilmen said
they see the site as a “jobs
first” development.

Still, city officials are
keeping a wary eve on the
council’s plans for the yet
to be purchased parcel.

Greg DHetterick, city
administrator for Seheca,
questioned the wisdom
of possibly siphoning off
usage of city recreational
facilities by duplicating
services. He also said
the county used to have
adirect hand in finan-

cially supplementing the
recreation activities of
Westminster, Walhalla
and Seneca.

*I would think that
each city has invested a
lot into their recreation
programs,” Dietterick
said. "1fvou recall, there
used to be funding from
the eounty tothe cities
for recraation, bt they
eliminated that line item
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and just made itfor fire

proteetion.”
*1 don't know why we

couldn't just work togeth- Viote your

er ani supplement exist- feelings

ing recreation programs. i

;.. L think it would be wise ;

to enhance recreation Project

facilities and programs Nor th

already in place, instead fnouy

of duplicating,” he added. online
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instead of industrial do-
velopment.
“Spending $25 to $31‘_1_
million on this recreation
yentire may be a dream

for some, but they have no

idea ol the actual needs,”
AeCall said, “Proposals
within the Project North
recreation plan would

only duplicate and overlap

many existing recreation-
a] assets. An assessment
of all of the recreational
uses should be on the
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recreationaldevelopment.
Largar reereitional proj-
acts, if considered a prior-
ity in the future, should
come in later phases. ... In
my opinion, this is a jobs
project, not & recreational
project.”

When first presented,
there was no definitive
statement that recreation
would be at the forefront
of any initial development
should the property be
purchased,

table before 0:{:ime property
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Paul Corbeil property and as much as
said the main $30 million to construct
focus of the the recreation facilities
property is job shown il? a d_evelopn}ent
creation. schemgtw. city officials

“I'm not ’ say maintaining recre-
advoeating ation facilities would alse
early consid- create new operational
eration of any costs for the county.

Seneca Recreation Di-

significant
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reeir Kick Lacey over-
geas one of the county's
mostactive programs and
said the vast majority of
his annual budget is de-
voled to aperational costs.
i.aul year, Lacey operated
the facilities with & hud-
get ol $762 476,
Westminster Aflminis-

(trator David Smith said

| his city's recreation bud-
get tutals $330,000.

Walhalla Mayor Bandy
Chastain said Tuesday
that he would not be in
favor of any county-run
project if il meant Walhal-
la’s municipal recreation
opportunities woutld be
in competition with the
county. If # somehow en-
hanced Walhalla’s appeal,
he'd support it.

Sniith also said West
minster is generally
positive ahout the county
e

“The more recreation
opportunities available
in overall Qeonee County,
the betier,” he said. “Since
not everyone is ahle to
trive extensively to vari-
ous recreation sites, mul-
tiple recreation locations
throughout the county
would still be viewed as
a ghod thing. While ‘new’
is good. proximity may
dictate where some may
go for recreation.”

One thing most county
councilimen agree on is
the neead for serious dis-
crigsion wilh the county's
municipalities should
Oeones move forward on
the property.

"I would think that as
the county continues to
plan for, this project, there
will be much needed dia-
logue between the county
and municipal officials,”
Councilman Mariy Su-
arez said.

“Project North will not
adversely affect the .
nicipalities. Tha oroject
will present an oppartu-
nity for all of s to wark
together for the guod of
our county.”




