City Council to assist
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' CLEMSON - Clemson
rity Gouneilan Monday
1ight voted to provide
rundingassistance 10 the
Sputh Caroling Botanical
Garden for repairing flood
damage that occurred last
month.

Couneil approved a
motion by Jeremy Wright
to match funding received
by the Botanical Garden
up to $10,000. Wright said
the concept was the equiv-
alent of a challenge grant.

W

ore than $500,000.

ol7 " «We have begun the

process of rebuilding the
_ [garden, from the very

|top to the areas that were
flopded, hut we're going
0 need your help as a city
secause we still need to
-atse $230,000," McMillan

said.

In addition to the eniire
soute of the Natural Her-
#age Garden sustaining
;.mnage. several bridges

arere compromised or

SEE GARDEN, PAGE A5

«Onee a month, they'll
show us what they’ve
raised and we'll match
that amount up until we
reach $10,000," Wright

said.

Patrick McMillan, 4i-
rector of the South Caroli-
na Botanical Garden, said
a historic rainfall July
12 and 13 caused around
§225,000 in existing
infrastructure damage.
However, the actual cost
to repair and replace the
damage, as well a8 fix the
problems that caused the

damage and prevent them
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Botanical Garden in flood recovery costs

from occurring again, is

Volunteer Cole Han-
cock, left, and South
Carclina Botanical
Garden employee
Guy Castles install
new pavers in a

| walkway at the

garden in Clemson.
Clemsaon City Coun-
cil Monday night

agreed to match up

| to $10,000 in fund-

ing received by the
Botanical Garden to
help repair some of
the extensive flood
damage that oc-
curred Jast month.



GARDEN: Attracts 250-450K visitors a year
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washed away along with the
entire irrigation system.
During the days initially
following the flooding, vol-
unteers spent time saving,
replanting or strengthening
more than 1,000 varieties

of native plants in their
natural habitats, They also
worked to minimize dam-
age to the foundation of the
Hunt Cabin located at the
edge of the garden.

“The garden is a place
we all have an attraction
toward, every one in
Clemson,” McMillan said.
“It's where I had my first
date and where 1 got max-
ried. The garden’s very
special and attracts be-
tween 250,000 and 400,000
visgitors a year.

“YWe had 32 weddings
there this year and a lot of
people who attended were
not from the city. Wehavea

vigitor’s book and almost no
oneisfrom the city; there
are hundreds of signatures
jn that book. Many confer-
ences held at the conference
center include the hotanical
garden asa tour. There are
more than 40tours that ben-
efit organizations.”

Wright agreed, adding
that his initial reaction
when first approached
was to help because the
garden is one of the city’s
top tourist attractions.

*We wanted to do
something to help them
function at the level it has
historically functioned,”
Wright said. "It does have
an impact on the town
because not everyonme
comes here to see a sport-
ing event. There are some
natural resourges people
want to see here, as well."

City Administrator Rick
Cotton recommended
hospitality or accommoda-

tions tax monies be used
to fund the city's portion
of assisting financing
improvements to the
site. Mayor Pro Tem Tim
Fowler, while pointing out
he supports the Botanical
Garden and its impact ¢n
the city, questioned why
council would provide
funding when the city
sustained serious flooding
damage of its own at Net-
tles Park, as well as to the
homes of some residents.
T understand the prob-
lem, believe me, I do; it's
all over the place,” Fowler
said. “We're looking at
it from all sides, from
people who think we are
responsible for a lot of
things. “Do you think
the university will help
us pay for some of the
damages at Nettles Park?
I believe that the garden
is an absolute asset to the

an asset for students and
something the university
benefits from."

Though acknowledging
the financial benefit the
Botanical Garden brings
js hard to guantify, since
there is no gate to take
up money when visitors
arrive, council members
as a whole said it is atrea-
sure for which its value
goes far beyond money.

“Tve been taking my
children and grandchil-
dren there for years,”
Butch Trent said.

Anyone interested in
donating funds for the
garden rebuild can visit
https://cualumni.clem-
son.edu/give/schg, WWw.
clemson.edu/sebg or
Facehook at https://www.
facebook.com/pages/
South-Carolina-Botani-
cal-Garden/103818554908.
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