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out T-shirts to students

who have énrolled for the
“fall,
“One of the students

designed our first T-shirt, -

- and his aunt printed them
up; we've given them to
all the volunteers and
students,” he said. “Look-
ing out and seeing 30 to 40
kids wearing our T-shirts,
and seeing how proud -
they were to wear them
— it felt like a milestone,

A concept turnmg intoa
reality.”>

The meeting in Walhal
la was more of a ques-

' tion-and-answer session

in comparison to the first

NEXT meeting in Salem

" months ago. Greenbei:'g ”
' told the group the histe-.

ry of how the school has
gotten to where it is now -
and what needs to happen
in the next six weeks."

Topics such as how
the school will function,
transportation, food and
special education services
were covered. Most of the
questlons were fielded by
others in the audience
who already knew the
answers,

Before the Fourth of

-July event and prior to the

NEXT board’s decision to
officially cpen the school
in August, enrollment
numbers were lingering
in the low 160s. But Gréen-

_berg said that number has

Jedl

now jumped to 200

* “We've hada lot'of

- people who’ve bden on the

fence since. Aprﬂ or May,

""'.who either came through
" the Salem celebration or
“to the Walhalla meeting,”
he said. “They’'vebeen.
¢ watching closely but.

didnt want to commit

to something that might
not happen because they
didn’t want to get their
Kids hopes up. Now that
their questions have been
answered, and the school’s
opening in August,

‘they’re ready” -

He said although Salem

" has been the epicenter

of their efforts thus far,

‘they want to expand their
.reach regionally because

- NEXT School Eagle Ridge’
" is niot limited by con-

yventional school district
boundaries. Any student
in the state of South Caro-
lina can attend the school.
_ Next week, the school.
will announce seme of its

- faculty hires, which Green-

berg said would convince
many others to enrofl.
“Ithink we will reach -
another spike in interest
. when people start seeing
that we're not just hiring
anybody,” he said. “The

" faculty are experienced
educators with great cre-

dentials. This will instill

further conﬁdence inthe
. model.” ' '
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