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'_Upgrades planned to- allow port
to handle new super- 81zed vessels -

By Jeff Wllkmson
. The State -

Sh1ppmg at the port of
Charleston has reached”
its highest level ‘sitice the
beglnmng of the Great.
Recession, - according to -

Jick Ellenberg, senior

vice president of the S.C..

Ports Authority..

“Also, the authorrty ls.
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spendmg $2 b1111on over’
the next decade for im- -
* provements to_terminals,
_the harbor and transpor- -
tation systems”to grow’
business and prepare the
pori to better handle a -
new generation of -super-

sized cargo ship, Ellen-

berg told members of the

Columbia Rotary Club. |

Once dredgmg is co;n—~

"_York’s
Building, Eilenberg said;
and. can- transport- up to. .
-7 000 “40-foot-long -ship-

- the only Southeastern
port capable of handling
the super ships aroundthe ’

clock. -

The sh1ps are long and’

deep enough to carry New
.. Empire’ = State

ping contamers

“We're back,” said EL-
e lenberg, who as the long-
t1me former: ch1ef recruit-’

1

-Charleston at pre-recessmn

er for the state. Depart-

.ment . of - Commerce. is -

credited - with --nailing -

dowh the state’s biggest
economic = development

: announcements niopst re-
céntly Boeing, -7 -
.. “The best is ahead of
us, andthe worst is behmcl :

us,” -

Container trafflc at the _

Charleston port grew at 9

- petcent in 20122013 and 8
.percent in 2013-2014, ac-
cording: te: an authorrty"'

1 shlp_pm g

- Crease. is attributed : ‘to
growing populatlons i
the Southeast for imports.

and ‘South Carolina’s re-

: surgence ih’ manufactur-

ing for exports.
For ‘instance,
Carolina is the nation’s

' No. 1exporterof tires, - : -
should continue to-rise.
:when the bulk of the new

Ellenberg said.

. In .August,. “the: port',_
‘reached 93,221 pier con-

tainers for the month,

about equal to Mérch
:2007, before shipping be-'

gan fo drop because of the

South.

ie ¢rash, he séld‘

ers that month, "The port’s
all-time hlgh was 103,809

- containers in May 2005

Business at -the port

super. ships arrives, per-
haps as soon as 2016 when
anewly w1dened Panama
Canal opens Ellenberg

“said. .

‘The" lowest - pier ‘con-
'taln_er volume of the re-
_¢ession was .in- June of
2009, with 50,354 contain-

+

' spokeswoman. That in--



