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Col, Jason A. Kirk, commander Dﬁl\e charleston District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
left, and Jim Newsome, CEO of the State Ports Authority, sign agreement Monday.

Charleston Harbor
study moves forward

Corps of Engineers
funds lead to paet

ByBruceSmith
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CHARLESTON —
months of political - d&bate
and maﬂmmnng an agree-

'Mm-

shipping .
handle the larger shps that
~ will routinely call when the
Panama Canal is widened in
three years

Smreral “hundred people
turned out at the South Caro-
lina State Ports Authority pas-
senger terminal as authority
president and CEO Jim New-
some and Col. Jason Kirk of
the Army Corps of Engineers
signed the costsharing
agreement.

Kitk said the agreement

means the corps can proceed
with a study to determine
whether deepening the har-

bor beyond its current 45 feet
“is economically beneficial
and enmmnmentall?amepta-
ble to the nation.”

Charleston study in four
More money will have to allo-
cated in future years to pay
for the study.

The work of deepening the
channel to i) feet is expected
to cost another $300 million.

Currently, the channel is 47

nged feet at the harbor entrance

Eepubﬁmns mﬁuﬂl Ca:ilir-
congressional delegation
g::eml]y opposed earmarks.

Last month, the Corps of

Engineers allocated $50,000
for the study during the re-
mainder of the fiscal year at

and 45 feet in the inner har-
hor at low tide. The channel
had a depth of 35 feet in 1986,
was d to 40 feet in

- 1994 and to 45 feet in 2004.

“The post 454oot harbor
! 1is one of the most
al projects in the future of
ﬂ]ﬂpnrtam:hﬂ;.e thnugaénds of
companies that provide inter-
national trade,” Newsome

d.-

the end of September. That said.

got the study on track and
opened the way for Monday's
costsharing agreement.
Such studies can take as
Iong as eight years, although
the corps said it hopes to
complete the $20 million

U5, Sen.

Lindsey Graham,
RS.C. said he would work

with fellow Sen. Jim DeMint
to develop a bill where harbor
deepening projects are based
on merit, not pressure from
special interests.




