Gelebrity elk spottedat Keowee Key
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SALEM — The wild elk that wan-
dered into South Carolina last month,
lighting up social media and making
history in the process, has wandered
back down from the mountains and
taken up temporary residence in the
Keowee Key area.

Kevin McCracken, the communi-
ty general manager at Keowee Key,
confirmed the elk has been spotted at
the community’s golf course, and he’s

urging residents to keep their distance.

“We have advised our residents to
give it a Wide berth and not to feed it,”
he said. “We’d hate to see someone get
hurt, and we don’t want the animal to
get hurt, either.”

The young elk, the first spotted in
South Carolina since the 1700s, wan-
dered away from its herd in North Car-
olina last month and has been spotted
at various spots in Pickens County.

Earlier this month, the elk was spot-

ted in Greenville before being tranquil-

1zed ed to a remote location in
the South Carolina mountains.

Richard Morton, the Region I Wild-
life Coordinator for the South Carolina
Department of Natural Resources, told
The Journal on Tuesday the elk is still
on the loose, and he said residents who
see him shouldn’t be inclined to report
sightings to DNR.

“We know where he’s at, and we still
hope he has an opportunity toturn
back north and go toward Mountain
Rest,” Morton said. “We’re just kind
of playing it by ear, and we’ll see what
happens.

“We took him as far up in the
mountains as we could, but he turned
around and came right back down to
town, so it didn’t work.”

Furthermore, Morton stressed the
importance of avoiding contact with
the elk, who could be at risk of being
euthanized if he doesnt returntoa

_ remote area.

~ “Tt seems like he’s very domestu:at—
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Keowee Key resident Sandy Alford reaches out to lhe mfamous elk that's been spotted in three Upstate counties on
Sunday at the Keowee Key Golf and Country Club

‘Our hearts
were just
pounding out
of our chests
because this is

such a magnificent

creature who has
blessed us with
his presence. It's

~such a gift he's

given us to let us
see him. It was

~ magicl.

Sandy Alford
Keowee Key resident
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Wwe put it out there to not because this is such a
do that,” he said. “It’s not magnificent creature who
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