Tuespay, ApRiL 9, 2013 THE GREENVILLE NEWS

greenvilleonline.com 74

BUSINESS

Caterpillar supplier to build in SC

“We are confident of being able o access the

Company to invest millions in Anderson plant

Staff report

MclLaughlin Bedy Co., a man-
ufacturer of operator protection
systems, will locate a new manu-
facturing facility in Anderson
County, company and state offi-
cials zaid Monday.

The £22 millien investment is
expected fo generate 250 new
jobs over thenext five years.

“The search foranew location
was extensive and we felt South
Carolina and Anderson County
was the best choice for us,” said
John Mann, president of
McLaughlin Body. “Our new lo-
cation provides our company an
excellent opportunity for busi-
ness development in this region
of the country.

“South Carolina also provides
a great business environment
and with the excellent training
respurces provided by the state,
we are confident of being able to
accesstherequired skilled work-
force;"that we need for our prod-
ucts.

McLaughlin Body Co., based
in Moline, Tl since 1802, will lo-
cateits new subsidiary operation
in the industrial park at 5121 0ld
Pearman Dairy Road, pending fi-
nal approval by the Anderson
County Couneil on April 15, offi-
cials said.

The facility will manufacture
operator stations and complex
metal components. The location
is strategically located to supply
heavy-equipment manufactur-
ers located in the southern and
eastern regions of the U.S., offi-
cials said.

The  manufacturing facility
will be the company’s firstopera-
tion outside of its home state. Ad-
ditionally, the company is the
firstsupplierof the new Caterpil-
lar facility in Georgiatolocate in
South Carolina.

“We understand what busi-
nesses need in order to do well,
and that's why more firms like
MeLaughlin Body Co, are choos-
ing to establish operations in our
state. We celebrate the compa-

required skilled workforce that we need for

our products.”

JOHN MANN, president of McLaughlin Body

ny'sdecision toinvest$22 million
andcreate 250 new jobsin Ander-
son," Gov. Nikki Haley said. “To-
day's announcement is the result
of Team South Carolina’s ef-
forts.”

The Anderson facility should
be in full operation in the first
guarter of 2014, officials said.
The new operation will create
employment opportunities for a
variety of skilled manufacturing
and technical positionsincluding
engineering, robotic weld pro-
gramming and welding, the offi-
cials said.

“Attracting a company of this
ealiber and reputation fo our
county was a team effort with
many partners, all of whom
workedtogethertomakethis day
a reality,” said Anderson County
Councilman Tommy Dunn,

Thecompany will phase inhir-

ing for the new positions as it
ramps up to full production with
various product introductions
over the next several yéars, offi-
cials: said. The company will
partner with readySC for
recruitment and training for the
new operation.

The Coordinating Council for
Economic Development ap-
proved a Governor’s Closing
Fund grant for $4 million for
building acquisition and ap-
proved job development credits,
officials said,

McLaughiin Body Co. is a
manufacturer of operator pro-
tection systems, including cab
enclosures and metal compo-
nents for construction, military,
agriculture and other heavy-du-
ty vehicles,

For more information, go o
www.mclbody.com.



