This rendering shows early plans for a new 24,000~
square-foot Advanced Technological Education Center
off S.C. Highway 93 near the Esso Club in Clemson.
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and expertise.

“If you want to have a
really ‘wow’ place to bring
some of your clients and
say, ‘Hey, we take educa-
tion, we take workforce de-
velopment very seriously,
... this is what that space is
for,” Frady said. :

Frady, the guest speaker
at the Oconee Economic Al-
liance’s monthly business
forum, also discussed how
the center is working to ad-
dress the gap between job
creation and job placement
in the state.

She stressed the impor-
tance of postsecondary
education — anything
beyond a high school di-
ploma, from a two-year or
four-year degree to various
certificates — to South Car-
olina’s economic future.

Frady said postsec-
ondary education makes
people more employable
and gives them greater
earning potential, and she
showed figures that 63 per-
cent of jobs in the state will
require a postsecondary
education by 2018.

There are four prima-
ry areas the CUCWD is
focusing on for workforce
development: digital learn-
ing tools, pathway develop-
ment, P-12 STEM education -
and research, advocacy
and networking.

Digital learning tools re-
fer to things such as online
programs and curriculum,
as well as technological
advances, to make learning
easier for the state’s work-
ers and teaching easier for
those instructing them.

. “We don’t do any of the
teaching of this material,”
Frady said. “We create
educational resources, we
do research and then we
provide that to the part-
ners that we work with
who are the best at doing
that teaching, who are the
boots-on-the-ground folks.”

Frady encouraged those
in attendance to visit the
website EducateWorkforce.
com to learn more about
the learning modules that




