Businesses
expect boost
from Sunday
alcohol sales
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SENECA — Stuart Pohl didn’t waste
any time when he learned Thursday
the City of Seneca had received its final
approval from the state ﬂ::r Sunday
alechol sales.

Pohl, owner of The Spot on the Alley
loeated in Ram Cat Alley, drove to
Greenville on Thursday after see-
ing Seneca on the Hst of cities whose
paperwork had been processed by the
8.C. Department of Revenue on its web-
site, sctax.org. He took his application
and the $3,050 yearly fee and received
his one-year license to sell liquor on
Sundays. He said The Spot will open
this Sunday for the first time since the
business was a private club many years

ag0,
“It was either mail itand get it back
in'a week or drive'to Greenvilleand
be able to open Sunday,” said Pohl. He
said hehas been watching the sctax.
arg website regularly so he would know
when he could purchase his license.
‘Any restaurant with a permit to sell
beer and wine can sell beer and wine
this Sunday, according to Joel Seavey,
treasurer/finance officer for the city
of Seneca, He said those who want to
sell Hquor on Sundays will be required
to submit a separate application and
pay the required fee. Establishments
within the city limits can pay a fee
for the entire year or get a license for
specific Sundaysat a fee of $200 pert
Sunday. A store that wants to sell any
alcohol on Sundays that will be taken
off the premises must also. submit an
application and pay a fee.

Pohl led the effort to get the Seneca
City Council to put a referendum on
Sunday alcohol sales on the Nov. 6
ballot, which passed with more than
60 percent of the vote, The elty passed
first reading on an ordinance that
cenformed city law to the results of the
referendum Nov. 13, The measure re-
ceived final approval at a called couneil
meeting Now. 27.

When asked {f the work he put into
getting Sunday alcohol sales approved
in Seneca was worth it, Pohl said, “Ask
me in about six weeks." He added that
he believes it will increase business,
Last month hesaid he expected fo see
a 15 percent increase in sales and that
his employees were looking forward to
picking up additional hours of work.

The ordinance allows Estahhshments
with appropriate ABC péermits to serve
aleoholic beverages on Sundays, as well
as permitting retail stores to sell beer
and wine _

Seavey said the city will receive
direct benefits from aleohol sales
through the 2 percent Hospitality and
Accommodations Tax, as well as in-
ereases in business license fees, which
would come from expected tn;rﬂ&sas-
in overall sales of businesses selling
#lcohaol on Sundays.
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