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Builder: Lack of permits puts

BY BRETT MCLAUGHLIN
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WALHALLA — Atleast

this opens the door for the
‘fly-by-nighters’ to come
into Qconee County by the
herds, including illegals,”

# . unfortunately a lot of times when the
taillights leave the homeowner's driveway, their

onelocal building contrac-  Marchbanks said. warranty is also disappearing in the distance.”
tor is taking issue with the Oconee Building Codes ty Ppeating -
fau(it th?t Oconee Countyis  Director Channon Cham-  Tim Marchbanks
not en oreing its permit- bers said that, technically, Owner, Total Hom i
tllr'lrg. nploi!my. oo permhits are required but [ 2O Exteno_rs
- Ti archbanks o that his office has never ing the county implement  ested in enforei

1 . ‘ ng that
'llluta] Home Exteriors gaid  enforced roofing permits technology that would al-  until we have thﬁgmezh&-
\-; ?;WE- from Anderson fo. due to lack qr manpower low contractors to gef per-  nism todo it

a al}aﬂlj&stnmnth to get ar:gd technology. mits online, eliminating ‘As far as Marchbanks

a plermrit : ii\? roofing job For a normal reroof, we whathe saidcanbeatwo  isconcerned, the lack of
1on v 1o Led __urmed hf.- no do not require a permit;” to three hour investment permitting opens the
t?mfﬁr m}a{ e a permit for C._hglmhers sald. "We '_I:Em‘t in time by builders living  door to unlicensed, un-

1‘?& :u.g}_r':* t. ; e facilitate them in atimely inthesouthern partofthe honded builders who will
He sh f ti‘mug [ this manner, and it doesn’t county who would have take advantage of hom-

ald take a lot of aggreae make a whole lot of sense  totravel to Walhallafora  eowners,
;ﬁtt%on ulrff nur_;fhml_:ﬂ:es, but fora $1|,ﬂ[iﬂ.c-r evena S50 permit, “] don't havea problam
th?s?;ta :.Ir“i uh? t'r::fa,It 45,000 joh. 3 - - “The profit is minimal with competition,” March-
Lt B o Eegm. T Chambers said that his to begin with,” he said. banks said. “I could never
permits are needed, office has been request- “We're just not real inter-  do all ofthe exterior work
mweovina.  3A

homeowners atrisk

in the Upstate by mysell.
However, it is very diffi-
cult to compete-in pricing
against these guys, and

operating in the area.
Sometimes they are
lteals, and other times,
thoy are simply “aypsies”

unfortunately, a lot of that are moving through

times when the taillights the area.

leave the homeowner’s wWhat good are laws if

driveway, their warranty they are not enforced?”

is alsg disappearing in Marchhanks said.

the distance.” *T'm not totally blam-
South Carolina requires ing the county for these

that a company must be issues. It is the responsi-

hility of the homeowner,

licensed and bonded when
the cost of a roof exceeds
$5,000.

While this applies to
nearly 80 percent of all
roofs, Marchbanks said
he sees men that are not
licensed and bonded work-
ing on roofs every day.

Chambers admits that
unlicensed builders are

while getting estimates,

0 check out their contrac-
tor by obtaining proof of
insurance, license and
bond and also by €hecking
them out with the Better
Business Bureau, before
digning a contract i
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