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Changes would add 20
miles to project’s first phase
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' WALHALLA — The first phase
of Oconee County's broadband
project could be expanded to the
tune of almost $1 million.

Oconee County Cotimeil will be
asked to approve & change order
of $952,337 at tonight's regular
meeting.

The change in plans would add
20 miles to the original 95 miles
contemplated in the first phase
of the project that was awarded
to Network Contraols and Electric
Inc. of Greer for $2.7 million on
Aug, B,2011,

! Network Controls was to have
completed installing conduit and
fiber optic for the first 95 miles of
the project by Feb, 15, The change
extonds the completion date to
Mareh 30.

The total cost of the change
grderineludes 540,000 for contin-
EBnCY,

+ On Monday, the Procuremant
Dffice issued a request for propos:

als (RFP) for the second phase of

the project that wonld add an ad-
ditional 96 miles to the proposed
270-mile fiber optic network.

| The second phase 1s ta be com-
pleted hy Now 15

The National Telecommunica:
tions and Information Admin-
istration awarded Oconee & $9.6
million broadband grant in the
suminer 'of 2010, The NTIA grant
will cover work completed by
April 2013,

According to background infor-
mation provided with tonight’s
request, the work and cost associ-
ated with the change order would
be covered in the original grant
gpplication. :

Under the terms of the federal
grant, $4.5 milllan in matching
funds must be added (o the proj-
ect.
~ Also on tonight’s agenda is coun-
cil’s final decision on the Cane
Creek rezoning request that takes
i more than 1,000 properties.

A group of property owners on
South Cove Road that has been
dragged into the Cane Creek peti-.
tion is asking council to be zoned
Traditional Rural District.

. -Under the Cane Creek petition,

_those property owners would be

Ikoned Agricultural Residential
District, a classification they do
ot want,
+~Lilly Davis, one of the TRD
betitioners, said al the previous
council meeting that she would
consider a lawsuit if courcil de-
nles her request.
{“The county and several individ-
ual councll members already are
caught in a zoning lawsuit filed
last year related fo a different
Cang Creek petition.

Council'also is scheditled to
consider a fee In lieu of & tax
agresment with an unidentified
company code named Project Sun-
shine. The company would make a
capital investment of $25 million
over five years under the terms of
the agreement.
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