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' The Macy family has it down toan

exact science:

When the weather warms up above
freezing, they head to the shed and start
looking through their four containers of
camping supplies. i .

Once the reservations are made
at their favorite local campground,
Hartwell State Park, they load up their
car on Thursday afternoon and are all
set to leave when the kids get home from
school on Friday.

“We realize that camping has lost &
bit of popularity over the years, but we
think it’s really making a comeback;” .
Patrick Macy, Seneca father of two said.
“When I was growing up, we camped
4 lot as a family. I wanted to carry that

 tradition on to my own family as well.”

With the temperatures slated not to
drop below 50 during the day for thenext
two weeks, the nighttime lows breed the
perfect mix of briskness for a roaring

campfire. _
“J's one of those things that really
helps the family bond,” he added. “No

video games, we put our cells phones
away, no television. Just us, the outdoors,
some games and food that always tastes
extra good cooked over the openfire.”

Andwhilegasprioesarealsos]atedto ‘

" increase in the coming months, staying

localis»gettir_lgaﬁrmﬂ;umbsupﬁrom

. residents.

«A ot of these campgrounds stay open

_yearround,” he said. “When we went

two weekends ago, we saw more people
than we ever have before in January.
There is nothing like taking a weekend

. togetaway. Even if it's just ashort drive

from home, it feels like paradise camped

out next to the water.”

i

" The average cost of rentinga campsite
in the Upstate runs anywhere from $12
to $25anight. .
- “Once youmake that step tobuy
your supplies like a tent, sleeping
bags, coolers, lanterns, flashlights

_ * and cooking gear, it’s really cheap to

‘continue going,”’ he
said. “Kids bring
their bikes and fish-
ing poles, and
every-
one
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able to do their own thing close by. Our

Kkids feel a little independent while they
explore, and we love reading a good book

" bythefireearlyinthe morning while
-they are still asleep. It's so relaxing for

everyone.”

"It’s one of those things
that really helps the family
bond. Just us, the outdoors;
some games and food that -
always tastes extra good

cooked over the open fire:
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When it comes to first:timers to the

_ outdoors, Macy recommends patience.

“] always think of my sister grow-
ingup,” he said. “She hated camping . .

* because she was used to the indoors
<« and playifigdress up. If you have teens

that have never been camping, the first
trip may be hard for them. Show some
patience but don’t give in when they
complain about not having their cell
phones, music and games. It is important
for everyone to know how to interact
without technology. Have you ever tried ‘

" to bond with someone who is always tex-

ting? It is impossible. Sitting around the
campfire and chatting can be enjoyable
and revealing.” ;

~ So,ifyouare looking for an inexpen-
sive vacation that gives you the chance
{o bond with your family, camping isthe
perfect choice! g

TOPTENREASONS TO CAMP

— No technology to interrupt family bonding.

— When was the last time you gazed at the -
stars? .

— Wake up and smell the outdoors and
enojg the birds’ chirping as a calming alam -
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— Make great family memories.
— Food tastes even better. - =
— Ifs affordable even in a tight economy
— We are zslgingm preserve our historic
and beautiful state parks.

=S easy today. Camping equipment

continues to change in the light of making
things easier with every bit of supplies. -
Tentts no longer take an hour to set up!

— There are so many ways to camp, choose
what works best for you and your family.

— Finally, the experience. Going through life e

without an appreciation for the outdoors is
ur_rfortunat'e, Macy said. . ;
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Once We made the initial




