Boat leaves Lake Keowee

(reat pains taken to deliver Matriarch to new owner
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SOUTH COVE — The Ma-
triarch has ended its reign on
the waters of Lake Keowee,
but not without a bit of drama
on the way to a private buyer
in Wilmington, N.C.

Referved to by locals as
“The Wine and Cheese Boat,”
owners Jan and Pesgy Had- |
levhad hired the 72vedrald |
Echo 57 motor yacht out for ,
parties, weddings and other
gatherings for several vears,
It was also the veniue for
many of the couple’s family
gatherings with their chil-
drenand grandehildren;

The couple recently decided: |
to put it on the market, all
of the good times notwith:
standing, due to the upkeep
demanded for such an old
craftand to free up Janto
spend mare time on the other -
vintage boats he plais to
rénovate.

Pegpy called the sale “bit-
tersweet.” hut.Jan seemed
to be ready tomove on, He
admitted to mixed emotions
#bout the Matriarch - which
he acquired several years.
ago and had shipped across -
the country from Washing- -
ton, then spent more than a
yearand a half rebuflding
with help from his son-in-iaw
Michael Gordon.

“Jan and [ have touched
every last inch of thit boat
inside and out,” said Michasl
with pride, noting that at top
criising speed - 35 mph - it
produced a 4-fot wiake big
enough to surf,

Despite all of the sweat,
toil and family history, Jan
sounded ready to move on
as he watched crews from
Greenville's DCMC Crane
Rental get ready to move the
Matriarch out of Lake Ke-
owee and the Hadleys’ lives

« forever,

“It wouldn’t make it to
Tahiti, but we will,” refer-
ring to their plans for a South
Pacific vacation fuided by
the proceeds from the sale of
the Matriarch.
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the 72-year-old motor ya
buyer in Wilmington, N.C.
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The Matriarch comes to rest upon a trailer Thursday sfter a nearly five-hour effort to extract
cht from Lake Keowee. Owner Jan Bradley sold the boat to a private



leys and the rest of the dozen or
50 onlookEers. :

new life on the Atlantic Ocean.
Once that work is done, heand

The ¢rane operator kept Peggy will take that Tahitian
going, slow and steady. The vacation.
splintering stopped with those Jan is far from done with
few planks ahd the Matriarch boats, however. He has several
continued its climb in tact. vintage crafts he’s working
Tt drifted over the shore and on, plus is always for hire to
ahove the parked trailer, with other boat owners. He displays

no more greaks or cracks evi-
dent, The crew on the ground
kept firm grips on their guide
ropes and, within ten Or 50 min-
utes, the Matriarch came foa

his work on his website, WWW.
riautilusrestorations.com.
“I'm not & sitter ... my proj-
ects are never ending. I'll die
with something incomplete,”

safe, quiet rest onto the waiting he said.
trailer
chesdtsdadym com | (864) 5736645

Jan was finally able to exhale.

afew feet of water along the twin 908 cuble-inch Cummins Brandon Sprague’s cell
riprapped ghureand ontoa _di_mg]&_mpkiﬂ-thamidd]e. phone, trying to get him to
BIG MOVE whiting trailer. Work started creatinga rather heavy cer- convince new captain Jed
bl o just before lunch and was - ter of gravity for the 50,000- Galloway to have to the mov-
it ay was the day suppased to end just after plus pound boat that would ers add support straps under
' the big move, DCMG set up lunch —the key words being not be directly supported by the boat’s center.
a400-foot extendable crane “supppsed to." the crare. That led fo some haggling
on the small canseway next By 2p.m., Hadley was Pacing the shoreline, Jan between the moving crew,
to the beach in South Cove  concerned with the movers' told his wife and sondndaw,  Jed, Brandon, Michael and
County Park for whatshould ~ planto lift the pak-framed #1111 be damned {F1'd 1iff it Jan, but the decision was
have been a simple mission: boat covered with cedar: two  like that, but it'snot my hoat - made to go forward
swing straps over the top of straps just inside the bow: i ' '
the Matriarch, lift it upoutof  and stern. The Matriarch has He called his first mate SEE BOAT, PAGE A7
FROM PAGE AL »Everything is in doubt until
: . it’s done," he said. “There's
SUCCESS always a little trepidation, but
Hadley watched pensively I"'m no longer responsible for
with Peggy, Michael and the. i -
rest of their family as the crane The Matriarch will be stored
began to 1ift the Matriarch out locally for afew months. Jan
of the water an hour later, Al- and Brandon have heen con-
most immediately, a few of the  tracted by the new pwner to do
cedar planks near the top of the some renovations to the hoat
deck railing eracked noticeably, prior to its being shipped over
drawing groans from the Had-  to Wilmington Beach for its
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