Blown fuse

sparks

minor

emergency at
nuke plant

Loss of control room indicators did
not endanger public, NRC says
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SENECA — A blown
fuse caused a loss of indica-
tors in the Unit 3 control
room at Oconee Nuclear
Station on Wednesday, put-
ting the plant in a low-evel
emergency status  apd
sparking senior Nugclear
Regulatory Commission
officials to staff a regional
incident response center to
monitor the situation,

The situation is consid-
ered an “tnusual event”
and is the lowest of four
emergency classifications,
said Sandra Magee, a
spokeswoman at the Duke
Energy facility on the
shore of Lake Keowee, 40
miles from Greenville.

The unit is stable and
‘there is no danger to worl
ers or the public, sajd Joey
Ledford, an NRC spokes-
marn.

‘The NRCwill continue to
monitor the situation from
the response center in At
lanta as it is resolved, and it

will determine over the
next few days whether any
action is needed, Ledford
said.

The fuse blew d
planned maintenance activ-
ities at 12:07 pam., while
Unit 3 was operating gt full
power, impacting some ig-
dicators that provide status
on plant equipment, Ma-
gee said.

The unit continues to op-
erate at full power, and
other monitoring methods
are available, Magee said.
The incident doesn’t affect
control of the plant, she
said.

Indicators that monitor

plant equipment are
still available and working,
M%ee sajd,

e Unit 3 control room
is separate from a control
room that units 1 and 2
share, Magee said. .

Control room operators
and additional workers are
monitoring plant  equip-
ment to be sure the unit op-
erates safely and as de
signed, Magee said. -



