Blackwell provides up- -
dates 'on current projects -
to board members:at Blue
Ridge: Bank in Seneca
-Fi'lday :
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SFNECA Oconee Eco- o

nomic Alliance exécirtive
director Richard Black-

well updated the board of

directors on the status of
its projects Friday. .
. Blackwell reported to

poard members that QEA © -

secured a $6.7 millién - -
gapital investment from
Jconee County-based firm
jealed Air, The company
decided to move the prod-

uet line out of Europe end =~ -

into Arkansas, Missouri,

Seneca orTexas. The com-

bany chose Seneca.

- “(Profect Laser) will
result in new machinery.
and a handful of jobhs,” the
Sxecutive director’s report

< sald “(OEA) counted this
" fora 2016 success, but it

w111 likely be announced

. by the (South-Carolina) -

Department of Commerce

in early 2017 as part of =

an expaision project in -

Greenville County.”
‘Oconee County Council

- gave final approval in

November-to an 1ncent1ve
package for the parent
gompariy of the Cryo-

vac brand to launch the

expansicn at its-facility in "

Seneca.

Taser is a pro;ect CEA
listed uinder “Project
‘Wins.”” Project Hawk is’
one of OEA’s “hot” status
projects that are going “in

Oconee’s favor,” according *

to the director’s repoit, - -
‘Hawle would brihg .
Oconee County a $4-5 .-

- million capital invest- -©
.ment and around 40 to 50 -
new jobs The codename

stands: for an:Oconge- -

based conipany that want-
_ ed to expand from the -

Midwest toeither Mexico

or Oconee. OEA recelved

noticelthat Oconte se- -

T cured the 1nvestment

“OEAs “working now
onmeclianics of the
incentive process with -
(the coripany’s) consul-
tant based in Chicago,”

the director’s report said. -

“Should “haveannounee: -
ment in'‘the: next 60 days.”"
A second hot status
project is Projéct Gog-
gles;” which Blackwell -
said would bririg $3-4.

million and-bétween 15

arid 25 jobs‘to'Qconee; "
The company is con-
sidering 1nvest:1ng in
Seneca. ' '
“Projéct Goggles is'one
that we got the green light
from: corporate toward the
end of last-yeat as well,”
Blackwell told board

inembers, ‘Webeat outa'
sister'fécility in Florida.”

- QOEA miet Thursday With
the CEO of a company for
Project Shell. Blackwell--
saidithe company is “still:

fully dommiitted to their
.-'plans in Oconee County”

and plans to'get started in
Noveriiber, - - . .\

" “They-have an’ opt1on
on land and are looking to .

- Apollo 2 under projéct
‘that OEA gave elimi-
- nated/inactive status.’

closer to Volvo

‘. aged atimber- allg

~ + Oconee County but *lo
. the first round” when the

finish up design of facili-

ty,” the director’s report

said. “They have their -
funding and plans have -

~ commenced,”

OEA has worked on the

project for over two years.
* OEA worked on Project -

Raven for three years and.
recently convmced an ex-
1st1ng company to. lnvest

in the county. Blac -
said he expectsto sh 3
more news inthe ccmmg

-~ weeks and months, .

“It’s going to mean a lot

County,” Blackwell sa1d.
OEA is “working to
ﬁnali_ze the incentive pro-

-cess” for Project Raven,”

according to thc dlrector S
report. B
The report l1sted;P Ject

Blackwell reported to .
board miembers on Fr1day
that OEA lost. Apollo 2;,an -

effort to-entice Volvo'to -
. locate'in Oconee County. -
- Blackwell called the loss.
‘unfortunate bytsaid OEA
. can’t controlall the Varl-
'? ..'ables of the prOJect

“We can’t' mov i
le

ton,” Blackwell said at

Blue Ridge Bank in Sen- .
eca, “Unfortunately‘the
'company chose'to work

in Newberry even: though

-there are alot of good ad-

vantages to Oconee Coun- -
ty. We can’t change the .
distance where Oconee _
County isto-Volve2 = &~
- Blackwell also sald_
Oconee lost Pro}ect Forte
The alliance encou

company to expand

company chose Mo it na
instead. .. - o
“But we fally expect' =
the second round to come
back; and we'll entertaln

_ the company pnce agaif,”

Blackwell s4ii, 4T think

- what’s happening in

~with the Wood -
' Institute,-there-are golng -
_to.be someé gyhetgiog? =i

Clemson ,.

The Journal reported:
in August that Clemson

“University’s Wood Utiliza’ .

tion and Design Instltute

. director Patricia Layton

. dential construction. |
.* Layton said that South |,
Carolina’s 13 million- |

. industrial to private land
~ownership created an

- ‘andwith that company |
- -here in the next éouple of -

gave a presentation to
OEA about the benefits of l
using wood for nonresi- ‘

acres of forestland and -
the shift in the state from

- oversupply of tjmber, [
Blackwell said Friday =~

B _that he hopes the institute
-would aitract the timber

compatiy and its. second

. round of expansion;
. of good things for Qconee

Moving on to the “cold”

*status projects of “little -

movement,” Blackwell

.-said that OEA will move -
+forward with Project Cyl-

inder and meet next week
with an existing Oconee-
based firm that wants .

- to expand in tts current
- lecation.

OEA is “'welghang a few
.options and hopes to know

" more in coming months,”

the director’s report sald
Blackwell told the board-

that Project Maxwell . -

is at the same stage as

" Cylinder, An ex1sf1ng

Oconee-based _company

approached OEA about -

s playis to continue its .
,growth in Oconee’ Ceunty
" “We look forward to

exploring that (project), . . -

- weeks, we're going to have,

- ‘a:positive decision in the
. coming months ” Black-
o well'said.

-Blackwaell remalned

_} -positive during his -
. . presentation and sa1d
“ that when: OEA formed

members’ wanted to hit-
the ground running with:
downtown revitalizations

“and- 1nfrastructure addl-

ctlons, v :
- "Some of those thlngs

" take time,” Blackwell -

said toward the end of the °

“board meetlng “Unfor-
tunately we can’t move

BMW any closer than the
60 miles away from us.”
Blackwell recited one-
of his favorite quotes
“py-John Wooden for the

“board: “Don’t let what you i
“-canrot do interfere with
~what you can do * S f ’
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