Bemg preparcd takes
onnewmeaning




Oconee County hosts statewide training event

BY NORMAN CANNADA
THEJGLIRNAL

In a best-case scenario,
emergencies would always
oceur in easily accessible
places, where rescue of
ficials could arrive within
minutes, stabilize a situa-
tion and have a victim on
the way to the hospital.

But, in some of the more
remote mountainons
areas of Oconee County,
best-case scenarios are
not available. Those
cages often reguire more
creativity and planning
and a variety of rescue
methods. ‘

Qeonee County Emer-
gency Services hosted
a statewide training
event recently with the
8.C, Helicopter Aguatic
Rescue Team (SCHART).
The SCHART program
is a partnership between
local government, the 5.C,
Fire Marshal's Office and
the 8.C. Army National
Guard.

“ allows us hands-on
experiences and preplan-
ning access to sites that
we know are trouble
sites for us," said Oconee
County Fire Chief Charlie
King, “Wealso get to work
with people from the state
and we know each other's
capabilities and equiip-
ment resources for when
that bad day comes.”

Oconee County has had
10 incidents this yearin
which rescue operations
required special consgider:
ations,

The SCHART Black
Hawk helicopter was put
on standby this sum-
mer when a person was
injured ina whitewsater
rafting accident. Workers
at the scene were able to
float the injured person
down the river to safety,
and the helleopter was not
needed: King said the last
time the helicopter was
used was about a year and
a half ago, before King
came to Oconee County.

SEE TRAINING; PAGE A7
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A member of the South Carolina Helicopter Aquatic Rescue Team (SCHART) is hoisted to
a Black Hawk helicopter with the person he “rescued” during recent training exercises
in Oconee County. '




IRAINING: “We want to identify

shortfalls that need to
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A member of the South Carolina Hellcopter Aquatic Rescue Team (SCHART) simulates a

réscue operation as part of recent training exercises in Oconee County for the team and
rescue workers from around the state.

[ , FROM PAGE A1
{ HWhen we have a situ-
afion where a rescue is
feedad, we do arisk-ben-
efit analysis," sald King.

“When yotl have a heli-
copter reseue there is an
increased danger, sp we
lonk te other means to ses
if there is another way. If
we can use our Gators or
ATVs, orcan hike lnand
oiit, we will go with that "

:Recently, a hiker suf

{

 fered an apparent broken

ankle at Yellow Branch
Falls. Rescue workers had
to hike in and hike out
several miles to ot the
wvictim. _

“The remote areas we
have hera domake it more*
difficult,” sald King. "The
terrain is a big playerin
areas that are hard to
access: Some of these loca-
Lions take three to four
hours to get to an'emer-
genwiu

King said one of the

'benefits of the weekend of

training was the oppor-
tunity to evaluate where
they need to improve,
“We wanl to identify
shortfalls that need to be
addressed,” he said. “We
have gotten to the point of
getting picky. We soe the
need for additional equip-

ment and eatting down

our exposure time.”
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