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Westminster officials are working on a deal to pﬁrchase the former Beacon Mill property and transform it into an

BEACON: City council expected to discuss
potential purchase during planning retreat
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by City Council and an appropriate
ordinance,” states the agreement.
“Additionally, a Phase I and II
environmental review must be
conducted to determine the totality
of the environmental impact,” the
document states. “The City will not
and cannot purchase the property if
the results of these reviews deter-
mine the cleanup cost is too great.”
Lord said that unless the city

If everything faIls into place and a
deal gets done, Lord sees the trans-
formation of Beacon Mill into an
industrial site as a big game-chang-
er for Westminster,

“When that plant closed, you
know, it was a big hit to the
economy over here,” Lord said.

“Anything that we can do to bring A

those jobs back is gomg to have an
impact.”

The Thomas & Hutton study out-
lined several layouts for the Beacon
Mill site ranging from having two
to five buildings at the 27-acre site,

- including some as large as 150,000

square feet or as small as 25,000
square feet, according to Lord.
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The second option gives the city
until Nov. 30, 2017, to purchase the
Dye House on the Beacon Mill prop-
erty for $250,000.

Since the option documents were

signed Nov. 20, city residents elect-
ed a new mayor in Brian Ramey
and replaced three city council
incumbents with Ronald Dodson,
Charles Miller and Susan Ramey.
The option agreement addresses the
change in city leadership.

“Furthermore, because there is
no way to determine future council
or their actions, there is no guar-
antee the City will purchase the
property,” the document states.

Lord expects the matter to be dis-
cussed in depth during a planning
retreat.

- “We have a new council, so we
have to sit down and make sure we
see what the priorities are and see
what adjustments have to be made” .
Lord said.

However, the potential future re-
wards for the city are such that Lord
is hopeful council will at least agree
to explore what grants are available
for acquiring the Beacon Mill prop-
erty and cleaning up the site.

“Initially, the benefit is going to
be the removal of an old industrial
site that’s been partially demol-
ished, and so cleaning that up is
going to be an immediate benefit for
everybody that lives in that neigh:-
borhood,” Lord said. “Additionally,
it will provide a product that can be
used to do economic recruitment,
which means jobs and investment

in the city. It’s a piece of the puzzle

for the revitalization of the c1ty asa
whole.”
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