Be safe on the water thjs holid
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CLEMSON - Officials
Aare stunned that already
in 2010, 15 liyeg have heen
taken on South Carolina
waterways;

The official kickoft to
summer degsn't arrive
until Monday, yvet that
total already surpasses
the niimbier of deaths
recorded in all of 2004,

Robert MeCullough,
representative from the
S.C. Department of MNatu-
ril Resotirces (DN R),
sald boating aceidents
can be avoided ifthe
proper safety pracautions
are followed;

“So much of it is Comm-
mon sense," he said.
“Make sure you have
enaugh life vests fire
extinguishing Dower,
lights and most impor-
tantly, a good eve t
watch your surround.
ings. The high number
uf deaths js nothing to
take lightly. We wil] be
stepping up our patrols
for the Memoria) Day
weeliend,

It 2008, 708 recre:

T/Z‘f/zc-/e

ational boating fatalities
occurred in the United
States. Of those, 509 were
by drowning. And among
the drowning victims, 90
Percent were not wearing
4 life vist. Matorboats,
Jet skis, even canges werg
represented in the (oll,

Some beaches have
even started offering free
life jackets to swimmers,
like at 12-mile recreation.
il pari.

“First off. familjos
shouldn't come swim.
ming without life jack-
ets)" said Molly Murph,
aSeneca mother, *But (F
for whatever reasan they
don’t; it's preat that fund-
ing has been set aside to
make sure people ean use
one if they want to."

South Carolina’s law
enforcement will be in
full force just in time
for the Memorial Day
weekend, by land and by
water, X

“When a family g0es
out for a weekend, they
expect to go out and have
a good day on the water.”
said DNR Colone] Alvin
Taylor.

Ofticers say they see
t00 many deadly crashes

' inthe months that lie

between Memaorial Day
and Labor Day.

“Badly, however, these
summer trips too often
become nightmares."
said 8C Highway Patrol
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® Let someone know where
you are going.

Gather al} lifesaving de-
vices, Make sure they are
In good serviceable condi-
tion and are the correct
size for all passengers.

W Check the fuel and the
battery charge.

W Make sure lights are in
good working condition an
the boat and trailer,

W Don't operate the boat
under the influence of
alcohol or drugs.

M When operating sailboats,
be aware of overhead
Power lines and wires,

8 Boats approaching fran
the right have the right of
way.

B If the boat capsizes, stay
with it




