Aviation show
to touch down
in Greenville

Downtown airport to host event

By Jenny Muniro
Staff Writer
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The South Carolina Avi-
ation Association is host-
ing the first Southeast Avi-
ation Show at the Green-
ville Downtown Airport,
the busiest general avia-
tion airport in the state, on
Oct. 29, i

Craig Fuller, president

of the Aircraft Ownersand

Pilots Association, will be

the keynote speaker at the

event. He will discuss the
latest issues facing gener-
el aviation, .

"With the recent FAA
shutdown, dew proposed
taxes on aircraft opera-
tions and other political is-
sues surrounding aviation
lately, he alone will draw
many people with an inter-
est in aviation,” said Joe
Frasher, airport director
of the Greenville Down-
town Airport.

SCAA President Eric
Ramsdell said he would

| like to make the event an

annial one. The registra-
tion fee is §5 for adults and
students and children can
attend free,

“We are working very
hard to make this event &
huge suceess,” he said, “In

" order to make it an annual

event, it must really take
off this first year”

The ides came from a-

trade show held in the
Northwest region of the
country, which draws
thousands of yisitors, said
Frasher, and planning he-
£an 4 year ago.

w The event, sponsored
by General Aviation News
and Trade-A-Plane, will
showease the latest avis-
tion products, a static air-

- craft display and educa-

tinnal sessions.

So far, vendors have
registered 34 hooth dis-
plays and 20 static. dig-
plays.

More are expected to
join before the event:

A Cessna 172, Beech-
craft Bonanza G356, Beech-
craft Baron GS8, High-
lander, BMW cars, Land
RumSU?a,-RﬁRa;ran__ﬂ
2009, PT-17 Stearman 41,
12, Carbon Cub 355, Dia-
mond aircraft, Cirrus air-
craft and more are sched-
uiad_fm*disphr. ]
boxed lunches from a
booth at the event, said
Frasher: Also, bi-plane and
helicopter rides will be
available and some of the
vendors with static air-
craff displays will provide
testrides for potential pur-

LS.

“The aviation commu-
nity in the Sputheast is
Very strong and we expect
4 great turnout for the first
show,” he said,

The Southeast has prob-
ably the largest communi-
ty in the country, perhaps
because the region has
such good flying weather,

In addition tonumerous
pilots; including corporate
pilots, the region is home
to many aviation indus-
tries. For example, Green-
ville-based Michelin North
America builds aircraft
tires in a plant in North
Carolina

The show offers some-
thing for everyone infer-
ested in aviation. Aviation
enthusiasts ¢an Iearn how
tobecome a pilot and expe-
rienced pilots can learn
about the latest technol-
ogy. A listing of all ses-
sions cap be found at
www.scaaonline.com.



