Australian guests impressed

THE IDURNAL

. CLEMSON — Clemson and Clemson
University have received numerous
‘awards throughout the U.S. for being tops
in towiegown relations. Now, their part-
fiership is drawing interest from Down

Under.

. Professor Michael Hefferan, pro vice-
ehancellor and professor, property and
development, and Pamela Wardner,
teaching and research fellow property
and development for the University of the
Sunshine Coast in Queensland, Austra-
lia, visited Clemson last week to meet
with city and university officials.
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nal Town-Gown Association Ex-
Mmﬁu Director iKim Griffo, second from left,
shows Michael Hefferan and Pamela Wardner,
of University of the Sunshine Coast in Austra-
lia, a display at the Madren Center.

CIEMSON: "University’s links
with its roots is tremendous’
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Hefferan said he ;
wants to include
Clemson and Clemson
University in a book of
which he iz one of the
principal authors,

“We've got an inter-
national study going on
abouthow universities
waork with thelr com:
munities, and Clemson
and Clemson University
have been recognized
for doing that,” Heft

“While alot of uni-
versities say they work
together, Elemson and
Clemson University do

it very well” _
During a tour of the
Madiren Center, con-
ductad by Internationsl
Town-Gown Associa-
tion Executive Director
Kim Griffo, Hefferan
and Wardner said they
want to use Clemson as
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line for the u coming
book, “Out dftthe fyory
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values and aspivations
of that community,

“I think Clemson
Iniversity's links with
its roots is tremendons,”
Hefferan said. “1t's
here for a purpose and
it hasn't fundanien-
tally changed since ,
its foundation in 1889, |
The university is abotit,
the three platforms of |
etducation — resource,
‘shgarement and ser-
vice—and we're here
‘hecause we think they
have r very fascinat-
ing and good type of
service”

The pair said Clemnson
and Clemson University
will be joined in the
book by another U.S.
university — the Uni-
virsity of Colorado at
Boulder — and abroad
by Australia, Canada,
Japan, South Africa, the
United Kingdom and
Finland.

Hefferan and Ward-
ner said the book is not
just about a university
looking unto itself, but
its importance to people
outside of the institu-
rion g
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— from the university’s
point of view and from
the communities as far
as how the universities
operate,” Wardner said.

In addition to its high
aeademic emphasis, one
thing that especially

impressed Wardner was
Clemson University's
ability to market itself.

Yo know you're
coming into Clemson
and entering the zone
(due to the Tiger paws
painted on the high-
wayh” she said.

Griffo said she is:
pleased the visitors
from Down Under rec-
ognize the Importance
that Clemson and Cleth-

2on University place on
town-gown relations.

“Ijustthink their
willingness to inclhide
the city and university
in a'book is g huge com-
pliment and confirms
the long tradition of
town-gown relations,”
Griffo said. “The groat
part isthat this is the
culture of Clemson and
the compliments go to
everybody = fram the
city to the university
and students. The fast
that we are being in-
cluded in the first hoak
on town-gown relations
is wonderful."

Griffo added that
the University of the
Sunshine Coast is the
fastest growing univer-
ity in Australia, and
that university offi-
vials are working very
closely with Guesnsiand
officials to build a town:

- gown relationship,

“They want to learn
from Clemson and other
instituiions around the
world in connecting the
academic world with the
real world," she said.

Not anly did the Aus-
tralian visitors meet
with Clemson Universi-
ty President Jim Barker
and top university of-
firials during their first
day, they met the follow-
ing day with Clemson
Mayor Larry Abernathy
and City Administrator
Rick Cotton, :

A tour of the city was
also provided during
their stop,

Wardner said the
book, expected to
contain 250 to 300
pages, will be available
through the ITGA book-
store www;itgaonline,
COM: 07 AMa20n.com
sometime next year.
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