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| plans for a blueway would turn a free-flowing Twelve Mile River into a miles-long recreation areawhere peupte could
fish and swim, travel by boat, canoe or kayak. watch birds and wildiife, and plcnic and play.

Newly free-flowing
Twelve Mile River ceuld
become recreation area

By Anna Simon
CLEMSON BUREAL
aAsimohibgreenvillEnaws.com

LEMSON — One visit to the Twelve Mile River
made Jeff Martin a crusader in a movement to turn
+the whitewater corridor and adjoining area of Lake

Hartwell inito a scenic blueway now that dams are being
removed and toxic PCBs are being cleansed from the
water.

“] was astounded by the beauty of the Twelve Mile
River gorge and the potential that it has asa recreation
and tourism site for this county,” said Martin, a Pickens
County councilman, who like many residents had been

unaware of the raw, unfolding beauty of the gorge.

"No one alive today has
ever seen that river free
flowing, and we may have

an opportunity in our ]er—
hme to see that happen
said Martin, who is encou-
raging other council mem-
bers to support the plans.

“We should be very
proactive in finding ways to
take advantage of these
dams being taken down
and utilize that resource for
the welfare of our citizens,”
Martin said.

“I sent a note to my fellow

: Planned hlmay recmnﬂon area

County Council members
saying we have an exciting
opportunity ntot only to do
the rlght thing, but an op-
portumty to provide a serv-
ice to our community as
well as create an economic
engine in terms of tourism
activity.”

Clemson Mayor Larry
Abernathy is another pas-
sionate advocate for un
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leashing the scenic beauty
and economic develop-
ment potential of the local
waters as a blueway.

“T hope this council will
join me in my exuberance
about that project,” Aber-
nathy said. “Any time we
have a chance to make flow

See FIVER on page 3A
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One dam has been re-
moved, and the second is
expected to come ‘down
this summer.
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Removing one
Wl dam on the
M| Twelve Mile Riv-
Al er has allowed
the water to cut
into the banks
at some paints,
changing  the
river’'s bed.
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will be included in a map

opportunities,
said Scott Pigenn. a ma:m-
ber of the steering commit-
tee for the project.
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