-and miixed. doubles ;.
_ categorles e

- THEJOURNAL

¢ in men’s; Women' g

played on a court that 8
. about a third of the size
ofa tennls court. The

‘players —two ‘per 31de

a softball- smerl Wlffle

a 36:inch- high net,
Pickleball Clib corn-
mlttee member Doug
Crawford js.hoping
today’s tournament is
the first of nighy atinn-

".al events, and hié’s also -
‘hopeful the ¢lub can:

eventually add to its.
four-existing’ piokleball

| ‘courts and host blgger

pournaments 7
“fwe had thore ™

" -courts, ‘we'd have g

larger’ tournament ”

. -said Webster, who.is.-

also on the tourn.a‘rnen-t

-.committee. “Ultimately,
“what T seé at Keoweg
- Key once we add.the™" -
next four courts, the:-
" plain willbe to-havea
- mlit-day tournament

which will feature =

' three levéls of compet'l—
L tlon S

- 'The club, Whlch Was

’ founded in 2010, started
" playingon a conerete -
- patio before it wag *
- eventually allowed io
© put pickleball lineson a
.-couple of Keowsé Key 5 .
- tennis courts, B
‘" KeoweaKey residents
- then started flocking

: opm

~skilis translate. very
- well into teninis, so it’s

kind of a feeder sport

" It also-malkes a lot of

sense because it’s'an -

‘Inexpensive sport,”

Part of the appeal of .!

- the sportis its'ease to

. play and- diff:culty too
. dominate. Rules like .-

: no-vol]ey zones atthe -
ball back and. forth dver -

net make it hardor for s

. bigger or more. experl-

enced players to take
advantage of small-.

. .orless e;{perlenced,
. members, The size of
: the eoutrt also means.

players.don’t have to -

cover large distances.
“UThe game’s.cre-".

ators) wanted a very

“fair, futy ' competition;*

Webster said. “Many of
the rules-in pickleball,

. -are designed to-create.
.this atmosphereof fun-

and-good exercise,:
“Don’t get me wrong,

there's a-lot of com- -~

petition, but’ it’s very

- difficult for a team to

overwhelm another

team »o- . .
Weather permntmg, :

the tournament will be”

" held at the Keowée Club
* Terinis and Fltness o

Center beginmng at9
a.m. and lasting unt11

: about plcklebail v131t
“the sport’s official Web

51te at WWW usapa org

rtlnsley@upstate,today‘com | (86_4), 88.272385
Follow on Twitter @loumal_Robbie. -,




