Artisté]mt hig—h value on festival -

Record sales at this year’s Artisphere partly
account for high ratings, organizers say
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Artists’ sales this year with Ar-
tisphere were the highest ever.

The 120 artists who partici-
pated in the three-day visual arts
festival in May enjoyed average
sales of 55,005, a significant n-
crease from last year's record
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high of $4,215.

“With sales appreciating every
year, the word among the artists
is that Greenville is a great festi-
val to attend,” Artisphere execy-
tive director Kerry Murphy said.

Higher zales increase the na
tionwide competition antong art-
ists hoping 1o participate in the
festival, Murphy said. That ulti-

mately improves the diversity
and qﬁa}jty of art works available
for the tens of thousands of art pa-
trons who attend the festival,

1 heard so' many comments
from patrons on the street saying
the quality of the art is the best
they've ever seen,” Murphy said.

A record number of 800 artists
applied for the 120 slots available
at the seventh annual Arfisphere
this year, Murphy said. That was
100 more than Iast vear,

Murphy expects the number of

“The entire Greenville

community i responsible
for Artisphere’s climb to
the top of the nation’s art
show rankings” said Bob
Nachman, president of the

* Artisphere board of direc-
tors. “The vision of our
board, the commitment of
our denors and sponsors
and the community’s sup-
port of the arts continue to
make this festival a Top 20
art show.”

The festival earned high
compliments from many
artists who responded to
the artist survey,

Gary Love, a photogra-
pher from Riverside, Caiif,,
said he and his wife believe
Artisphere and Greenville
are their “favorite show
and town.”

“It has the nijcest people
of any city we exhihit in,”

ve wrote. “We always
hate to leave ”

This year's festival bene-
fitted greatly from pleasant
weather, despite  dark
clouds that threatened rain
over the weekend.

“I don't know how we
dodged that bullet” Mur-
phy said,

The 2012 Artisphere will
take place May 1115, To
learn more, see the weh
site www.artisphere.us,

applicants to increase as the reg-
utation of the stillyoung festival
continues 1o grow.

In a survey of almost 70 per-
cent of the artists who attended
Artisphere, which took place
May 13-15, the event also earned
high marks for hospitality, scor-
ing 4.6 out of 5.

“We always receive good
scores for artist hospitality,” Mur-
phy said. “That's a direct testa-
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