Artisphere begins plannmg

| Good weather, big crowds create
| perfect atmosphere on Main Street

| By Paul Alongi
STAFF WRITER

palongl@greanyillensws.com

The West End remained

pas:lmd nghtuptnﬁmsph .

ere’s final hour Sunday, fu-
eling hnpes thatthe art fes
tival's sixth year was its
largest ever.
Festival executive direc-
. tor Kerry Murphy said she
can't see any reason the

seventh year in 2011,
Three days of perfect
weather helped pack Main
Street with art enthusiasts
and those just looking fora
way to pass the weekend.
Crowds found continuous

‘free entertzinment, includ-

ing & drum circle, actors
pretending to be statues
and a man wading through
the crowd on stilts.

SEE THE SHOW

View photo galleries from

all three days of Artisphere
at GreenvilleOnline.com

played their work in white
tents lining the street.
More than 680 artists ap-
ﬁh%dfnr 120 spots, Murphy
sai

Daniel Cvammen of
Simpsonville made the cut
and said he sold about a
dozen pieces in his first
year at the festival.

| festival wouldn't return to
 downtown Greenville for a

Itwast

ARTS
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“Pltake thatasawin" he

Organizers will now eval-- ¢

uate how the weekend
went to see if any changes
ought to be made next
year, Murphy said she
doesn't expect many.

One of the festival's most

pular entertainers, Brian

1sen, will be invited back,
she said, Inﬂlemnfltixkes
to play three or four songs,
Olsen used his bare hands
to pmntlargeporﬁwtsﬂffa-
mous people, including El-
vrs Presley and Jimi Hend-

The festival's crowd esti-

mate broke 100,000 for the
first time i 2008 — a mile-
stone matched the follow-

f B

most selective
artists, who dis-

see ARTS on pane 5A
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Tt will take a while foror- £

to come up with

ganizers |
this year's estimate, but ¢}

Murphywdﬁwaslwldug
good. Hotels have been

slammied, she said, andres
taurateurs have tﬂ}d her
crowds have been filtering

"t fosk about 600 voliin:

teers to put on the festival, |

Murphy said.

They hﬂlpﬂdkﬂep artists

fed -and stocked with bot-

tled water — something

not lost on Patricia Cran-
dall, a retired Wade Hamp-
ton High art teacher who
sold her pictures of the
Poinsett Hotel and other
Greenville huildings,
“They've been fantastic,”

she said.
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people look for last-minute purchases as Artisphers
wraps up Sunday in downtown Greenville.

W Staff writer Paul Alongi can
be reached at :364—2984 746



