__Frpav, M ¥ 7, 2010 THE GREENVILLE NEWS =

Art as far |

as the eye
can see

Weekend festival expects large
crowds as it kicks off tonight

By Ann Hichs
STAFF WRITER
ahicks@greanvillanews com

Tens of thousands of
fun- and cultureseekers
dare expected to atlend Ar
tisphere, Greenville's Art
Weekend, which opens
downiown today wunder
sunny skies and continues
through Sunday.

The six-vearold festival
has had a meteorie rise in
recognition. It ranks sixth
out of 600 fine arts festivals
in Greg Lawler’s Arl Fair
Sourcebook, up from 46th
in 2008. The 2010 festival
hasbeen named one of the
top 20 events in the region
by Southeast Tourism So-
ciety, its third such honor.
_ The centerpiece is Art-
ists How, a juried show and
sale along Main Street fea-
turing the works of 120 art
ists from the Upstate and
around the country. But
the festival shares iis
wealth of visilors with local
arts organizations.

Among the lineup of
events js Artisphere's “Art
Around Town,” which pro-
motes local arls events,
Local aris groups hoping
toincrease their footprnts
have organized every-
thing from a symphony
guild fundraiser to a high
school art exhibit to an op-
era company performance
surrcunding the festival,

“We try to promaote arts
organizations that are do-
ing something special to
celebrate Artisphere by in-
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B What: Artisphere, Green-
ville's Arts Weekend

E When: 4-8:30 p.m. today;
10 &m.-8:30 p.m. Saturday;
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday

E Where: Main Street from
Broad to the West End

W Cast: Admission Is free;
outdoor activities and
performances are free:
some ficketed events
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cluding them on our pro-
gram.” said Kerry Mur
phy, Artisphere executive
director, “The real goal of
the festival is to promole
Greenville’s everexpand-
ing cultural community,”

Among those is the na-
scent Greenville Opera
Company, which is eager
to offer what its founder,
Iytic tenor Jim Broussard,
calls “an art form not wide-
ly available as of yet to Up-
state patrons.” Broussard
said the GOC is grateful
Tor the opportunity o per-
formm during Artisphere,
which offers the company
welcome exposure.

The recently formed
professional  ensemble’s
“A Night at the Opera,” to-
night at Christ Church
Episcopal, will present
arias by Verdi, Puccini,
Rossini and Boito,

The BJU Museum and
f}aller_r,r at Heritage Green
1s pleased to join Artisph-
ere activities for the third
time, curator John MNolan
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said.

He extends an invitation
for visitors to view the gal
lery’s “The Power of Por-
trait” exhibil, It is com-
prised of nearly 40 portraits
from medieval imes to the
19th century, including
mostly paintings, but also
photographs, stained
glass, terra coftz and other
varied media — all Eurcpe-

an art,

Included among the art’
works in the show are 18
pieces from private collec-
tions, which Nolan said of-
fers visitors “a unique op-
portunity to see artworks
from the region in private
collections.”

In addition to the main
feature, the Artist Row that
stretches from Broad
Street into Greenville's
West End, there are two in-
door exhibits.

The Metropolitan Arts
Council-sponsored “Artists
of the Upstate Exhibition at
Centre Stage” offers an in-
depth look at works by art-
ists living and working in
Greenville.

The other, the Chair-
man’s Exhibit, on the first
floor of The Greenville Newws
building, features works

from three regional galler-
ies, the Elder Gallery,

First-time exhibitor Lar-
ry Elder, of the Charlotte-
based Elder Gallery, said
having grown up in the Up-
state, he’s excited to return
to Greenville, although it’s
amuch different place than
it was then. “I am happy to
be part of Artisphere 2010
and look forward to intro-
ducing a number of new
artists to the folks who at-
tend,” he said.

The exhibit will be open
Saturday from 10 a.m. unil
5 pan. and Sunday from 11
axn. until 6 p.m.

In addition to the abum-
dance of art, festival-goers
will find food and music at
the Culinary Arts Café
Stage, more musical per-
formances at the Peace
Center’s Amphitheatre and
two special shows at the
Gunter Theatre, the eclec-
tic Calder Quartet on Sat-
urday and world-renowned
‘guitarist Sharon Isbin on
Sunday.

Tonight’s free amphithe-
ater shows feature the
acoustic sounds of Charles-
ton's Matt MacKelcan at
6:30 and indie rocker Erin
McCarley of Nashville at
8:50.

For the younger set,
theres Kidsphere. s Ap-
TDﬂrentice Workshop offers

ids the opportunity to be-
come artist for a day
through a variety of fine art
learning experiences. It
goes on Saturday from 10

am. untl 7:30 pm, and
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