Arena may get S60M facelift

Clemson trustees give
initial OK to proposal

By Ron Barnett
Staff writer

CLEMSON — The Clemson
Universityboard of trustees is
hoping to “Rock the John” into
the stratosphere of the colle-
giate basketball world, if a pro-
ject they set in motion Friday
goes as proposed.

Fans and students celebrated
the start of the 2013-14 basket-
ball season Friday night at Lit-
tlejohn Coliseum with an event

called Rock the John that includ-
ed fire-juggling and 4 dunking
contest.

Earlier in the day, the board,
acting under the premise that
the more than 40-year-old coli-
gaum is drab compared to facil-
ities of elite college basketball
programs, gave “pre-concept”
approval to a renovation that
Clemson officials hope would
give Littlejohn a wow-factor
worthy of anational power.

The actionallows the athletic
department and IPTAY to fur-
ther develop plans and begin
fund-raising for upgrades that
could cost from $60 million to

$80 million.

The project, as well as other
athletic facilities projects ap-
proved Friday, would be paid for
entirely through revenues gen-
erated by the athletic depart-
ment and private gifts, accord-
ing to Breft Dalton, vice presi-
dent for finance and operations,

“Ng student fees, no tuition,

and ne state dollars would be’

used,” Dalton told The Green-
ville News,

Theeoliseum project wasone
of ahalf dozen athletic facilities
projectstheboard gavepre-con-
cept approval to.

Alsp given the go-shead were
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been in the forefront of
athletic facilities and ac-
commodations for our stu-
dent athletes,” Athletics
Director Dan Radakovich
said. “These projects pro-
vide aroadmap tocontinu-
ing Clemson’s tradition of
excellence in eur facili-
ties."

The board approved
the projects without dis-
cussion, after they were
recommended by its Fi-
nance and Facilities Com-
mittee.

The Littlejohn project
would the first major ren-
ovation of the facility
since major roof repairs
were done a few yearsago.
Minor interior improve-
ments were made at that
time, but nothinglike what
officials have inmind now.

“While Littlejohn Coli-
seum currently meets the
functional needs to oper-
ate the (men's and wom-
en's  basketball) pro-
grams, the facility lacks
inspirational and stimu-
lating features requisite
for national-level atten-

“Clemson has consistently been in
the forefront of athletic facilities and
accommodations for our student

athletes.”

DANRAPAKOVICH, athletics director

tion and growth,” a docu-
ment submitted to the
board by university plan-
Ners Says.

“A major renovation
aimed at creating a high-
energy, quality environ-
ment that is highly engag-
ing for players and specta-
torsis critical.”

Before work canbegin,
the bpard would have fo
0K more detailed plans,
whichwpuld then need ap-
proval from the state
Commission on Higher
Education, the Joint Bond
Review ‘Committee and
the Budget and Control
Board, Dalton said.

The proposed schedule
would have the project
completed by the fall of
2016.

“There's been a lot of
discussion, debate and
analysis to date as te what
the best solution would be
for the basketball arena,
whether to rebuild and re-

model  Littlejohn  or
whether tobuildanew col-
iseum,” Dalton told the
board.

“The decision has been
made by the administra-
tion to recommend te the
board that we have a sig-
nificant renevation, re-
building of Littlejolm Coli-
seum because if's far
more cost effective and
ean be done in a more
timely and efficient man-
ner.”

The playing area and
8,500-seat arema bowl
would be renovated, and
the exterior would be up-
graded, with transparent
materials used to bring
more light into the build-
ing, the board document
SAYS.

“Renovating the build-
ing tobe aricher, more en-
ergetic, high-perfor-
mance environment will
add significant value to
theuniversity and provide

a new academic center, a new
multipurpose meeting space at
Memeorial Stadium, complete
renovation of suites at Memori-
al Stadium, anew football opera-
tions facility and upgrades 10
the tennis complex.

The board gave final approv-
al to $8.85 million in improve-
ments at the Doug Kingsmore
(baseball) Stadium and the third
phase of the WestZone project at
Memorial Stadium, estimated to
cost between $6.5 million and
$8.5 million. c

“Clemson. has consistently
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a competitive venue for
the basketball program,”
it says.

“The mew Littlejohn
Coliseum will inspire and
engage both the players
and the fans through &
whole new interior layout
and design that will be ex-
tremely mediarich.”

The football operations
facility, which would be
built next o the new in-
door practicebuilding and
outdoor practice fields, is
needed, according to doc-
uments, because football
players and coaches now
have to ride a tram from
the West End Zone
through the parking lot
and across Perimeter
Road to get to the practice
areas.

“This will be a much
more efficient utilization
of the space and a much
safer and more effective
way for the players and
coaches . to move from
their locker rooms back
and forth te the training
facilities and the practice
facilities,” Dalton told the
beard, -

It would be 60,000 to
80,000 square feet and
cost about $30 million, ac-
cording to board docu-
ments.



