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. identify and correct.a significant
.- condition adverse to quality invglv-
- ing a-crack in a weld lpeated.in
the, Unit L.high-pressure injection .
system,” the letter stated.
The letter also requested-addi-
tional information at least one -
. - week prior to the regulatory con-
ference and said the NRC’s finding -
“is being considered for escalated -
enforcement action.”
“Oconee spokeswoman B.J. Gatten
confirmed Monday that officials,
“plan to ask for the conference, a -
request that must he made within.
10 days of the June 26 lotter. The,
- actual conference would he sched
- nled within 30 days, according to |
NRC spokesman Joey Ledford,
- “That letter is a-step in the NRC’s
process in analyzmg events like
. this,” Gatten said. “We have some
~additional information that we .
believe impacts that. evaluation, so
we are going to ask for a meeting.”
Unit No. 1 was shut down Nov.
11 for three weeks after officials

dlscovered theleak in a contam-
- ment building. Repairs began, on .,

:the unit before Thanksgiving. A .
_pipe-that provides backup water- -
.to the reactor coolant system was
cracked and was identified as the
source of the leak. .

-Gatten said the leak was less
than one-tenth of a gallon per min-

. ‘ute and was inside the reactor’s

containment building; the leak

-~ never posed a threat to the commu-
nity and customer service was not
interrupted.

Gatten said ! “expert nuclear qualv -

ified welders” were brought in
to assist in cutting out the pipe

so that it could be sent to Duke’s

- Metallurgy lab near Charlotte, -
.N.C., for analysis. Inspections at.
the plant s two other reactors did
not reveal similar: problems with
‘pipes there,

She said Monday the reactor has.
been operatmg safely since it came
back online in December. - :

“We've taken steps to i improve
the weld inspection procedure, and
these procedures are already in

- building as a result of &
 to the reactor coolant s

er-a leak ws discovered in'a

placeto make surewe don't have

+ :a similar event like this in the

future,” she said. o
Ledford said while the November

incident did.not pose any safety
- Issues at the nuclear station or -
- - .the nearby community, “there’s a
o potent1a1 that it could be a safety .-
-concern,” and the commission hag

asked Duke for more information
about potential issuesthat. could -

. gceur.

“We don’t. Want anythmg in the

high-pressure injection system ..

to beleaking: that's really one of
the first lines of defense,” Ledford:
said. “You want that. systen, to.

-.be-operable to be able to.cool.the

reactor. That's why. we've asked for

- more information. The concern is

under some of these scenarios that

-system being inoperable or degrad-
- ed-could cause safety significance.

It is important to.note there was
no actual safety issue here because
the leak was promptly repalred ”
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