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Early birds already moving at northern count locations

By Mike Foley
Staff Writer
micley@grearwillenenscom

Although we're still at
least three weeks away
from what is usually the
height of the annual hawk
migration in South Caraoli-
na, in other parts of the
country the raptors are
already on the moye,

At HawkCount.con,
where daily tallies are
registered in locations
across the United States,
spotters in Pennsylvanis,
Connecticut, Maryland,
New Jersey, Massachu-
setts, Virginia and even
Texas are showing a num-
ber of the large birds on
the move from northern
climes toward their winter
homes in Central and
South America,

In Carpus Christi, Tex-
as, 732 hawks — primarily
Mississippi Kites — were
spotted Monday. At north-
ern locations, the numbers
were less grand. The most
active location'was the
Hawk Mountain Sanctu-
ary in Kempton, Pa,,
which showed 97 hawks
Monday. That location had
awide agsortment of birds
including 32 broad-wing
hawks, 26 American kes-
trels, 16 bald eagles and 15
osprey among & sprinkling
of others,

Although hawlk watch-
ing at Caesars Head,
South Carolina’s busiest
spot, won't begin in ear-
nest until mid-September,
exactly when they'llar-
rive and how many is
always & BUESSINg game,
Jeff Catlin, a Mariefta
resident, and one of the
primary spotiers at Cag-
sars Head for the past15
years, said last year was
bleak.

“It was awful," he said
aboul the 2,113 hawls
spotted in September and
October. “Primarily, the
low count was just here at
Caesars Head. Other loca-
tions were about normal.”

Quite often during peal
vears and on pealk days,
2,000 birds can fly over
Caesars Head in a spec-

tacular one-hour period.

“Tt's 50 weather-depen-
dent,” Catlin said. “But on
a clear day, you'll get
them maostly in the late
afternoon.”

Catlin said his firstor
second day ever up atthe
3,266-foot lookout on top
of Caesars Head was his
best.

“Therewere 4,000 or
5,000 that day,” he said:
“I've tried to deseribe to
people what that looks
like, but ir's hard. The best
1 can.do is say it looks like

‘somebody carrying a big
board.

HE'WE had one lady look-
ing through her binoculars
and every time she'd
count 100 she'd hold up a
finger. Eventoally, she ran
out of fingers."

Some of the birds fly-
ing over the mountains
catch an updraft and keep
on going. Others wait on
the heat of the thermals
and circleup and up until
they're thousands of feet
high before veering off.

While last year's count
was low, only two years
prior was one of the best
years ever, with 14 289
hawks counted in 2008,

The peal bird count
day traditionally is around
Sept. 20-21, Catlin said,
give or take two or three
days. That week usoally
finds at least some birds
moving through the area,
and sometimes bird

watchers find 200 or 300
at once, circling round,
waiting en thermals for
that boost south.

While the vast majority
of the hawk eount cohsists
of broad-winged hawks,
other species are also
observed and noted, in-
cluding bald eagles, os-
preys, sharp-shinned
hawks, Cooper's hawks,

American kestrels and
black vultures,

Some local residents,
ravens, are found as well
as other fall migrants
such as warblers, hum-
mingbirds, red-headed
woodpeckers and blue
jays.

" The entire hawk watch
period actually runs from
Sept. 1to Nov. 30.
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