Anglers, paddlers

face off over

Chattooga aceess

A section of river closed to boaters
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over use of the Chattooga
River will spill over into
court Wednesday as the
federal government and
fishermen fight a lawsuit
filed by whitewater rafters
who want to paddle in the
remote northern stretch of
the Southeast's crown je-
wel of waterways.

U.S. District Judge Mi
chelle Childs will hear ar-
guments in federal court in
Greenville from lawyers on
all sides over whether the
government should tem-
porarily be forced to open
the top third of the 57-mile
river to paddlers. )

Since 1976, the U.S. For-
estry Service has banned
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story at GreenvilleOn-
line.com/webextras

al court filings in the case.

However, the compro-
mise, which had been
scheduled to be enacted
earlier this year, was with-
drawn by the Forestry
Service and has been
hung up in administrative
appeals, according to
court filings,

The paddlers have
asked for the government
to temporarily open the
headwaters for use; the
government has said no
court order should be im-
plem;znted because the is-
sue is being handled by
customary administrative
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South Carolina State 28.

The river — featured in
the classic 1972 film “De-
liverance” — begins in the
Nantahala Forest in North
Carolina and  passes
through Oconee County
before it ends in Georgia.

A paddling advocacy
group, American White-
water, sued the Foresfry

| Service and private prop-

erty owners last fall.

In 2004, the Forestry

‘The subject of Wednes
day’s hearing will be
whether to grant a prelimi-
nary injunction and the de-
fendants’ argument that
the paddlers’ complaint
should be dismissed.

The Foresiry Service ar-
gues in its motions to dis-
miss the case that the pad-
dlers haven't exhausted all
of the administrative ap-
peals that ate pending.

In its filings, the Forest-
ry Service has said closing
the headwaters to pad-
dling preserves the natu-
ral wildness of the north-

Service affirmed its origi-
nal decision to close the
headwaters to paddlers.
American Whitewater
said that it filed appeals
and waited more than five
years for an answer on
whether some of the head-
waters could be opened.
In 2009, protests by pad-
dlers led to 2 compromise
in which seven miles of
headwaters would be
opened to paddlers during
winter months and when
waters reached a certain
level where fishing inter-
ests wouldnt be dis
turbed, according to feder-

ern section of the river.

The government regu-
larly stocks the river with
fish where anglers enjoy a
haven for flyfishing,
according to the original
complaint.

The tentative compro-
mise reached between the

‘government and paddlers

called for the headwaters
to be opened to paddlers
during high waters after
substantial rainfall, a time
when anglers aren't likely
to fish, according to docu-
rents,



