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Anderson

plant is

‘a game
changer’

Manufacturer plans to hire 1,000

By Anna Simon

CLEMSON BUREAU

asimondigraenviliensws com
ANDERSON — First

Quality Tissue’s 51 billion

invesiment in Anderson =%
County will create 1,000 |

jobs in an area of high un-
employment, is the larges
industrial investmenl in
county history and in the
Upstate since BMW, and
resurrects an abandoned

manufacturing site where

Maerine PaulScott, her %

dad and uncles worked for

“We all called each other
when we heard the news,
We were just ecstatic,”
Paul-Scott said. A lot of
people still don't have jobs
from when the plant
clozed.”

The site, formerly Shaw
Industries and before that

r First Quality Tissue's

$1 billion investment will
create 1,000 jobs in
Anderson County.
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BASF, which employed
1,200 people when Paul-
Scott worked there, is on
Masters Boulevard south

See PLANT on page 3A
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Nadir Damaghi, foreground, one of the paper plant's own-
ers, attends Friday's announcernent in Anderson.
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of Anderson in an area hit

hard by textile job losses in

recent years.

“We have a lot of people
experienced in production
work who are out of jobs,"
said Jason Walson, pro-
gram coordinator for the
|state Department of Social
‘Servites' Supplemental
Nutritional Assistance pro-
\gram. “A company as suly
stantial as this will have a
great effect on the com-
munity as a whole.”

Hiring for the Anderson
County facility is expected
to begin in the third quar-
ter of this year, with an an-
ticipated 200 positions at
that time. People interest-
ed in applying will be able
Lo find more information in
‘coming months at
www.sctechjobs.com.
| Production jobs at the

new plant will pay more

than 517 an hour, said Kara

Borie, a spokeswoman for

the state Commerce De-

partment, and the plant will

| have engineering positions
that will pay significantly
more,

. _The project, dubbed
“Project Big Water” con-
sumed state, county and lo-
cal officials who worked
through many nights,
weekends and holidays for
months and had to over
come what Gov. Mark San-
ford called “technical diffi-

——

culties based on past ow- ¢

nership of the property” to
land what is a big fish in a

county with 12.5 percent
unemployment.

"'Ihgfs what I call eco-
nomic development,” said
Eddie Moore, vice chair-
man of Anderson County
Council, who represents
the district where the site is
located. “A ot of people
worked very hard.”

A “state-of-the-ar!” tissue
manufacturing facility to be
built on the site will involve
up to four phases of con-
struction, with the first pa-
per machine expected to
begin operation in the third
quarter of 2011, said Frank
Ludovina, who represent-
ed First Quality at a formal
announcement Friday.

A skilled labor pool, “ex-
ceptional” work ethic, will-
ingness to put together
needed infrastructure, and
a “pro-business” environ-
ment were kevs in the
Great Neck, NY, com-
pany’s decision to locate in
Anderson County, Ludovi-
na said. :

CGrov. Mark Sanford cited

the privately held, family-
owned company as an “in-
spirational” small business
success story, beginning

ith six employees 20
years ago and now employ-
u'llg more than 3,000 peo-
ple.

. TheS1billion irivestment
the largest single invest-
ent in Anderson County
mﬂﬂmﬁ? and the larpest in
pstate since BMW,
Sanford said.

US. Sen. Lindsey Gra
ham called it “a game
changer” that will create
jobs for unemployed resi
ents and new graduates,
but the Seneca Republican
also reminded the over-
flow audience at the Ander-
son Civic Center that “a lot
of people even after this ag-
nouncement are hurting,”

Creation of privatesec-
tor jobs is-“the bhest thing”
that can be done for the
economy, Graham said.

State Sen. Billy ODell, R-
Ware Shoals, called the
team effort to bring the
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to the Upstate “a
wund model of what
we can do.”

State Rep. Dan Cooper,
R-Piedmont, who visited
the company’s New York
plant, said, “T've never seen
a more pristine and clean

No II'lE[I'lI'.‘rE_i.'S of the low-
profile family that owns
First Quality Tissue spoke
at the public announce-
ment, but the eldest son,
Kambiz Damaghi, ad-
dressed dignitaries at a pri-
vate luncheon after "

He =zaid the f(amily-
owned company is very
flexible and wants to work
with everyone provided
they aren’t asked to com-
promise thelr principles
and integrity; Carol Bur
(defte, immediate past
board president of Ad-
‘vance South Carolina,

which contributed
8250,000 toward site im-
provements, told The
Greenville News.

Burdette, who also is

chief professional officer of
the United Way of Ander
son County, said the com-
pany is reported to be a
“good United Way partner”
in New York and she antici-
pates it will be a good cor-
porate citizen here as well.

The news also bodes
well for the education com-
munity at a time when “ev
ery school district in An-
derson County has taken
an absolute beating," said
Randy Price, a member of
the Anderson County
Board of Education. The
comipany’s investment and
ne:]-.r 1?1135 will spur h-:zlme
and other purchases that
ultimately produce needed
tax revenue to educate chil-
dren, Price said.

Private schools will ben-

efit as well, said Ellie Elzer-

mar; owner and teacher at
the Clemson Montessori
School.

“Tt's al wonderful to
have new business in the
mrmnumly It helps every-

Elzerman  said

Bringing in new industry
creates “more interest in
the entire education’ sys-
tem, bﬁﬂﬂilé)uhlic and pri-
vate an t can help
the children.” oy
The news brought praise
and also questions from
residents like Shari Pre-
vost, of Central, who
doesnt want any unin-
tended consequences to
harm the quality of life in
the U 5
“It sounds great,” Pre-
vost said, “but it needs to
be green and progressive.”
Robert Scott, president
of the South Carolina For-
estry Association, told The
Greenville News that plants
that process pulp rather
than raw timber to make
consumer products don't
emit the odor typically as-
sociated with a paper mill.
First Quality “is a green
company, with a low car
bon footprint,” and is “a re-
sponsive, active member of
the communities in which

. they are located, providing

academic loans thmugh lo-
cal educational institutions
and supporting local chari-
| ties like the United Way,”
‘according to press state-
ments provided Friday.
Company products in-
clude adult incontinence
and feminine hygiene
products, baby wipes and
disposable diapers, adult

" washcloths and consumer

paper products such as pa-
per towels and hath tissue.
Other non-woven fabrics
can be used in medical
products such as surgical
gowns and drapes and for
industrial uses such as
packaging, protective ap-
parel and filtration.



