Amazon
to create
400 jobs
in Upstate

| Spartanburg official sees
potential for more at site
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Amazon, the Seattle-
based Internet retailer,
said Monday it plans to in-
vest $50 million in its new 1
million-square-foot distri-
bution center underway
near John Dodd Road and
Interstate 24,

The project is expected
to create 400 jobs initially,
said David Britt, the Eco-
nomic Recruitment Com-
mittee of Spartanburg
County chairman and Eco-
nomic Futures Group
board member.

But Britt believes the
company will be a “shining
star” like BMW in that
“they'll under promise and
over deliver.”

“Tthink they'll havealot
of employees there, and I
think they'll be greatly suc-
cessful in Spartanburg,”
he said.

Amazons pew [ulfill-
ment center in Spartan-
burg willbe its second loca-
tion in South Carolina. The
company began operations
at its distribution center in
Lexington County last
year.

That distribution cen-
ter is expected to create
2,000 jobs by the end of
2013 in order to qualify for
astate salestaxexemption,
The Associated Press re-
ported.

Amazon leaders could
not be reached Monday.
But Dave Clark, vice presi-
dent of Amazon Global
Customer Fulfillment, said
in a statement that “South
Carolina has been a great
home for us, and we’re ex-
cited to create hundreds of
additional jobs inthis state.

“We had a great first
holiday season in Lexing-

ton County, and welook for-
ward to serving our cus-
tomers from both Lexing-
ton and Spartanburg Coun-
ties by the fall,” Clark said.

Bobby Hitt, state Secre-
tary of Commerce, said
South Carolina has “a vi-
brant and growing distri-
bution and logistics sectar,
and having a company like
Amazon continue to estab-
lish new operations here
builds on that reputation.”

Britt said Amazon en-
tered into discussions with
Spartanburg County be-
cause "we know who the
golden goose is, and that's
business and industry.

‘"We are a pro business
county and a pro business
povernment. We deliver on
what we promised, and
we'vegotagreattrackrec-
ord,” he said.

Spartanburg County ap-
proved an incentive pack-
age for Amazon, which in-
cluded & 6 percent fee-in-
lieu-of-taxes agreement
for 30 years, infrastruc-
ture improvements pri-
marily on John Dodd Road,
and amulticounty industri-
al park agreement with
Cherokee County in De-
cember, Britt said.

Site work for the new
plant is underway. Britt
said Amazon is in the proc-
ess of selecting a contrac-
tor for the building. )

The center is expected
to begin operating in the
fall. Tt will be similar to the
onein Cayce, Britt said, but
initially the product com-
ing through Spartanburg
will be larger with things
like kayaks, lawn mowers,
and otherbig items.

With Amazon, “they
build in flexibility so that
facility could do almost
anything they want,” he
said.



