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acres, an ordinance would
have to be approved to be
able to redirect the uss of
those funds, county admin-
istrator Scott Moulder said
Friday. Moulder added that
county council members
will take up the purchase
of the property at their next
regular meeting Oct. 6.
Stanley Gibson, who
chairs the Heritage Fair -
committee, called it a
critical decision that could
make or break the plans.
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Fair organizers thought
they had a shot at fu]ﬁlhng
their dream when their
: agcenter project was-put
on a wish list of 10 county
projects with a price tag
surpassing $36 million
that voters rejected in a
i referendum in November
2014. Voters had little appe
| tite for a self-imposed sales
B tax increase to pay for the
| projects.
Fastforward 10 months,
and Heritage Fair organiz-
ers feel they have a golden |

field of dreams a reality — |
f they can justgeta 11tt1e :

‘The county has a pur-
chase option agreement in
place to purchase approxi-
mately 57 acres of pasture
land on U.8. Highway 123
across from the former
-Shades of Shiloh nursery.
i County officials thought

| the property would be a
} good site-for a proposed
Tri-County Techni-
cal College campus in
Oconee, but since then g
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deal. Fair officials see the
property as the answer to
their dreams.

Last month, during
a meeting of council’s
budget and finance com-
mittee, county officials
gave the ag group aray
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tage Fair, Gibson said the

group would plow ahead of hope when they agreed
with a feasibility study,  in principle to pursyue the
“That would answer our purchase and consider al-
questions, too, of whether Ilowing the land to be used
it's just a pipe dream,” for the fair organizers’
Gibson said. “We think Tuture plans, . E
it’s a great idea, butf the 'T6 use $700,00 from the
study willtell us, ‘no, =~ Tri-County Tech tax mill-
that’s not going to work,”  agefund to purchase the 57

or we get supportive data
that we can turn around
and say, ‘if you build it,
they will come.™
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