Action!”

Seneca ready for filming
of Burt Revnolds movie
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a crowd might show up

to get a glimpse of what's
going om is not lost on. the
Seneca Police Depart-
ment.

Police Chief John Cov-
ington handed the job of
monitoring events that
attract erowds in townto
Lt, Brian Sheriff,

The new assignment is
keeping Sheriff busy. He's
been working closely with
the production erew on g1l
the “when and where,” he
said,

“The crews get in town,
Monday.” Sheriff said.
“They’'ll be shooting some
six to eight scenes in
different downtown areas.
1t’l1 all be dome in about a
week’s time.”

Sheriff said he would
have an officer available
during the shooting of
scenes in the downtown
area, and more men could
be assigned, if needed.

Riley Johnson, Seneca’s
events coordinator who is
more familiar handling
things such as Jazz on the
Alley, races, concerts and
Dixie Boys baseball, is
treading in new territory
with the shooting of the
movie downtown.

"It's very fluid,” John-
son said. “Things are

Hometown Foods cashier Janle Swaney sa

ey

CARLL ; ;
Id she’s been

told a scene from the Burt Reynolds movie “Elbow
Grease” will be shot at the checkout counter. An old cash
register will be brought in for the scene.

changing all the time
with schedules.”

Johnson appears to be
sure on cne thing for now.
He sajd the film crew
would be shooting all day
at Ram Cat Alley on Oct.
7.

Mayor Dan Alexander
expressed his excitement
as well. He's hoping he'll
have the opportunity to
meet Reynolds.

"It’s exciting and it's a

great thing for the city,”
Alexander said. *I've been
told (Reynolds) will be in
some of the scenes next
week."”

Lunsford said custom-
ers at Hometown Foods
have been talking about
the movie since they saw
his brother-in-law Mark
Rogers, the store’s co-own-
er, interviewed on TV by
the Fox News affiliate out
of Greenville.

The grocer first heard
about a scene from a Burt
Reynolds movie being
shot inside the store
from Johnson. At first,
he thought Johnson was
pulling his leg,

*I thought he was jok-
ing Lunsford said.

Lunsford realized it
was no joke when Ja-
son Shirley, the writer
and director of “Elbow
Grease,"” stopped by to
talk to him about the film.
Lunsford said the first
thing he wanted to know
was whether it was going
to be a family mowvie, If it
wasn't, he didn’t want any
part of it. He was con-
vinced that the roman-
tic-comedy film would fit
the family-friendly bill.

“(Shirley) said he want-
ed ascene in a grocery
store because he has
memories of a Winn-Dixie
store when he was grow-
ingup," Lunsford said,
“His eyes lit up when we i
told him our store was
onge a Winn-Dixie”

Lunsford said that
aside from the scenes to
be shot inside the store,
he's been told that the
filmmaker is planning a
shoot outside the store on
QOct. 8.
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