AAA: Falling gas prices ﬁlel [ holiday travel
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' SENECA Cheryl MiHer

of Walhalla doesn’t know.

-why gasoline prices have

dropped in recent weeks or

how long they’llstay under

$2, but she plans to enjoy.
paymg less whils it Lasts.
Millet stopped Friday to -
ﬁll up her red Toyota RAV4®
at the Béuntyland Exxon in

" Seneca, where the price for
‘a gallon of regular unlead-

ed was at $1.99 Friday.
“1 hope these prices stay

. with us, becauge it sura _

~ helps the famlly budget,” ,

Miller said. “Why they’ve
beent dropping, I haven't a.
clue.”

Over the next couple days,

. Americans will be paying

the lowest gasoline prices
for a Labor Day weekend in

,more than 10 years, ac-

cording to AAA Carolinas.’

Currently, the nationalav- '
. .-erage for a gallon of regular '
-stands at $2.42, down eight -

cents from 4 week ago, 22
cents less than last month
and $1.01 eheaper than a

- year ago.

T.analler nﬁd +hmugh0ut i

Gas prices throughout the country are at their

. the state, the average pr1ce

for regular i3 $1.99 per gal-

“lon. At thistime a year ago,

South Carolina motorists -

_Wwere paying about $3.17 per

gallon for regular,
:Crude prices continue to

. ﬂuctuate between $40 and
$45a barrel which is well - =
. below h1stor1(>a1 highs of

more than $100 per barrel, -

Desplte the drop in'crude -

prices, Saudi Arabia and
other big oil producers have
hot movei to cut their pro-
duetion, which is helping to
keep gasollne prices down.,
__The] pr1ce of crud closed

FILE

lowest for a Labor Day weekend in more than a
decade, accordmg to numbers releasetl this week

| by AAA Carohnas. |

~at§46.78a barrel Friday.

The combination of lower

gas prices and an improv-
* ing economy will translate
“to approximately 1.5 million
Carolinians driving 50
-miles or more over the
- Labor Day. weekend AAA
predicts.:
““Tt’s unbehevable that -
. drivers.are ending their
summer vacations with the
-lowest gasoline prices since .
+2004,” AAA spokesman
- . Michael Green said. -
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