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L gler
jiThrift, who hails; from Shelby, -
N.O.; loves fall ﬁshing, as it gives
setotake |

or works the. -

is belng generat

“Whon ‘the Water is runnlng oner
:the Jong, maip lake points that .
-olxt tow,

“bait,” Thiif

‘throwing a crank. .
“The bass will -

bunch up ot the. down current side )

of the. point, and you can catéh a
good many fish on.a crankbait that.

will work down 8 to 9 feet to the -

tops of the pomts where the bass
.are holding to ambush passing
;Lbaltﬁsh ”. : .

- Many large impoundments 1n
the Southeast will generate at d1f
ferent times.of day — sometimes
only an hour or, two:before shut-

ting off, Thrift said it’s. importanl: '
to.watch for a reaction from bass .
when water s mov1ng and” when

-it’s not. .
“Right when the water shuts
off — and it’s not that hard to tell
‘because of the current that's gen-
erated when it’s running — bass
will scatter off the points, and I'll
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ol s he works his .

axd the channel, that's .

bounce a shaky head Worm onthe

bottom,” Thrift- said. . - .
,Later in the month, or if: the .

baltﬁsh pattern isn’t producing

~ti_' as well because of falling water

temperatures Thrlft targets
deeper hoat docks That s where |

- he looks for a good jig bite.-He said
the orankbalt works when fish ,'
‘are chasing baitfish, but the jig -
represents crayfish- and other 11ve
morsels that hass look for under

" boat docks

_ _“A lot:of it depends on. sunhght S
Thmft sald “A’lot of sunlight will:,

push bass up underneath deep -
_-boat docks. whiere they can keep

trailer under there; espec1a11y if -
. there’s some kind of cover on the -
bottom: But on a cloudy day, they’ll

be moved out on the points, and it’s

' easier to cateh.them throwmg a

: crankbalt over a lot of water,” .
Afinal. con31derat1on when bass .-

ﬁshmg in the fall centersaround

. only a handful of lakes that have

. blueback herring populations in
- them. In ‘the Upstate, that means .
]ust about every.lake w1th1n

driving distance, Thrift said the '

presence of blueback herring in a

.- -lake will chapge typlcal fall bass
get‘ back over the top of them and o

patterns

- “Frrst thlng in the mornlng, .
. from dayllght 111l say 7-or 8 o'clock;
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The blggest reason 5
change isit's easier to pattern S
shad, and theréfore bass that. feed —
.on the;n, bt bluebacks and other -
-riverherring:are; constantly. onthe. '
move and much harder to. pattern '
That tends.to spread bas '
-trétions out. .

it’s pretty common to get a decent
. topwater bite out off the main-

- points ona: herring lake,” Thriff

" said. “I'll throw a big; Zara: Spook
in & shad-or blueback pattern.and -

- "*gge if I can get a eouple of ﬁsh to
* . comepand buist it.
. their eyes hldden 1’11 sk1p ajig and :

- “On-a good, windy day, bass W111 -
seek olit an exposed bank with
the nastiest wind blowing on it,-

On those days, they’ll get right .

-up next to the bank and face out. -

i That’s when you wantto takea '

- three-bladed sp1nnerba1t eithera.

" half-ounce or 3/8-ounce, andburn .
it from the bank outto about B: fo- 7 _
feet deep ST : .

5 Pl-lll.l.lP GEN‘I‘RY is the host of ”Upstate
Outdoors,” a broadcast from noonto 2 p.m.

Saturdays on, 106.5 WORD FM. Thils week's

guest on the show will be Jay Butfilosk, alliga-

" tor project coordinator for the' SCDNR. Contact |
Gentry at pgeriry@belisouth.net.




