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A great sum

Fravel season’s

sas prices could be
lowest in 6 years'.
Chris Woodyard S .
'JSA'TODAY )

Fven though® prices ~ have

zlimbed lately, gasoline wll likely
be the cheapest in at least 'six

years. this. summer, experts
predict; ‘ o .
“‘With prices about a- buck

cheaper a gallon than last year,

drivers will be packing up their
cars for trips that they may have

beenputtingoff. =~ :

“This is the cheapest driving -

season. -since the summer of
2009 says Tom Kloza, global
head-of energy analysis for the Oil
Price Information Service, Ahd,
he notes, 2009 was arecessionary
year when fewer consuiners were
in the mood -or could afford to
travel. : ,

The country’s national average
gas price leaped 20 cents in a

- month to $2.69 a gallon this week

for regular due to higher crude oil

.prices and West Coast refinery

_outages, the Energy Depértment
reports. For 2015, the department -

now predicts gas will average

$243 a gallon, down 93 cents’

from last year. Next year, it pre-

mer for a roud trip

dicts, won't be so bad either: an
average $2.69 a gallon. o

The average household will
spend $675 less for gas this year
than. last year, the department

said this week, As a result, look

for more travel. ‘
AAA predicis the Memorial
Day weekend alone will see a
5.3% gain in car travel compared
with the same-three days last

‘year, Gas prices. likely won't
_ change much in the next couple. -

of weeks until the holiday, it says.
. "The wild card when it comes to
gas prices will continue to be

- California, which operates almost

as- a separate 'gasoline market
from the rest of the country when
it come to volatility. '

After summer, look for bigger
price drops. Barring hurricanes,
which can temporarily drive.
prices through the roof if Gulf
Coast vefineries shut down, many
stations around the country will

be back to $2-a-gallon gas, Kloza

Says.




