BY JESSICA SIBLEY
THE HOURMAL

'
ALEM — In the-1920s, owning a
Chris-Craft boat was as, if not more,
‘desirable than owning a Ford.

It symbolized elegance, grace and pure
wittiness on the water, while setting
numerous speed records for the agnatic

books.
still considered the “best of the best."
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before dusk.

 The hidden enginé provides a glorious

to dance with

thumping gurgle, reminiscent of a souped-
up hopper on the lake. :
“Itived on Lake Lanier for 18 years and
could tell which neighbor was pulling up
‘based on the sound of their Chris-Crafts”
sald Mickey Wander, antique boat enthusi-
astwho livés on 1Lake Keowde, “That sweet
noise nevergot old, and I'don't think if ever
Wilk™
Chris Smith — grandson of the re-
‘nowned Christopher Calumbus Smith,
the founder of Chris-Craft — came ta The
Reserve on Lake Keowee last year for the
2nd Annual Antique Boat Show. !
Now 63 vears old, Smith told stories of
growing up in the boating business with
© an immediate love for the
graceful ma-
chines, §
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Antique boats are part of a certain culture across the nation.
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“Twas the yotingest of six kids, and earh
summer | would spend time at my grand-
father’'s factory,” Smith said. “Talk about a
playground”

During thrmnsumnm e learned more
and more about the working boats that
were being shipped out for World War [L

‘Those were very interesting times.” he
aa‘aid “When the war mdﬂ;iﬂnd the Gls

were getting out, those hmﬂhemmewen
more popular, At that point, however, it
was time for meto go to college, | hated
&e hiigﬁa. of having to leave the experience
Set to leave the Michigan area that his
grandfather's famous factory called home,
he decided against the college route.

“I begged my father to let me stay and
become an apprentice,” he said, “And they
letme. T did every job imaginable there,
‘Wiring, plumbing, painting, building
— vou name it. Everyone Knew me from all

thesummers
- 1 hat spent
there, They
wers all ea-
g to teach
» mae Tt was
unreal.”

iy on Lakes
Keowee,

Simith's
tripsto the
Upstate
arealways
mage with
his pride
-and joy.
“After mv
wil: passed
away, 1
~ bought and
ﬁxedup 1

1961 27-fvot Chris-Craft," he said. “T take

'itta}aﬂthebuatshmwh me now. [t's
‘a l::a]] of fun and I have no planson stop-

Smlthhaszixchﬂdtﬁn of hisown, all

of whom are enthralled with the family
business and share a love for boating. He
travels with his eldest davghter:

“My kids don't like the idea ufa,n 6151
fella.hk&me
'II.IF m:l
hie said, “So-
they come
with me,
and we have - :
a blast. I'm ' o o e
veryhl&ased Classic’ m ‘on an antique

woeden boat.

whu wanttu

get invalved with antique t:-natmg nrjus:
the spbrmf boating in general, Smith sums
up why it’s a good idea.

“The hobby of restoring these wooden
boats has beeome quite the show,” he said.
“They run so well, they look-so great and
they stand for history. There is nothing as
relaxing as taking the boat out on the lake
for a nice apin at sunset. ‘There's just noth-

inglike it."

Lonnie Mishton, Keowee Key resident
and lover of Chris-Craft boats, ‘expressed
a mmﬂarﬁnndnessfurgmwhm up arpund
thege ¢lassic rides. -

"I know a It nfusreﬂmif&ik an;}nym-
laxing, that goes without saying,” Miston

joked. “But there is something about grow-

Ing up around these boats then sticking
‘with the hobby well into our Golden Years.
You feel like you reiziasenret andetyﬂf
sorts”
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