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A Southern Gothic tale filmed along the Chattoo-
ga would leave an indelible legacy on the river. hath
fofmhqﬂm:andhnﬂlmg environmental con-

Micts boiling over

Inthe 19?2 mnﬁﬂﬁhg Gfﬂiﬂlﬂfﬂ James Dickey’s  * sources (o manage the hostilities. And still along the
cla.laiﬁc? nove! 'Deﬂlgeranmt F&Iﬁ ﬂlantabusmms- banks ol‘d 1#1& river are htéﬁi I’?e]ingﬂ nfdes
men try to tame the fictional € ulawassee River trustanumilmtmn our deca
and find themselves consumed by its wildness. later.

-As years passed and myth turned into history, The government has been steadfast in preserv-
the Cahulawassee and the Chattooga were inexora- mgﬂm Chattooga as a place both difficult to getto
bly wed, and impossible to master.

“Today, naturalists are at war with one another, - _
Government bureaiicrats have spent untold re- See RIVER, Page 6A
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Continued from Page 1A | them — have positioned them-

’ selves to stake their
The battle lines have been the deaﬂﬁ& Glalto
drawn, [rom the streams of An amicable end, lawyers
Cashiers, N.C., downi 21 miles ' and hureaucrats say, is elusive.

through the Eliicott Wilderness' The government says 4 final

to an unassuming rural bridge  decision is due by Julv.
linking Georgia and South Meanwhile, th{l. af‘fgient
Carolina that the government  pjver sparkles as it flows in the
has marked as the end of the springtime sun,
Chattooga's headwaters,

These pristine headwaters, A river’s course
stocked each year with thou- “The first explorers saw this

sands of trout, are [orbiddente coynirysaw it just like us. In o
paddlers, who face finesand  canpe T ean imjagine how they
perhaps arrestif they were 10| fa)t » Lawis (Burt Reynolds),

violate a ban mviﬁkgd for more| “Deliverance”

than 30 years on the most- In 1968, the federal Wild and

challenging portion of rapids. = Scenic Rivers Act named the
The ban —or asanglers  Chattooga as a candidate i &

who treasure their haven of  paw comprehensive waterway

solitude would suggest, “20n-  congervation rOETam
ing” of the waters —isthe | signed in pﬁr:ﬂ:ﬂ munteﬂr%-al-

center of a struggle being ance the rush ;
fought in the digital ether and [ of hydroele ntr?f:r mﬂﬁﬁn
under the artificial lightof | ggurh. .

federal courtrooms in down-
town Greenville, . environmental groups ¢ongid-
The effort, encompassing  gped the Ppotential designation
thousands of pages of consult- __ yitimately granted in 1974
ant studies, disassociated bu- Hollywood moved to Clayton
reaucratic edicts aﬂ% vmtmiﬂt Ga., and the banks of the Chat-
ed legal challenges, has costa {5004 for the filmi “Daliv-
sum of tax money L'h._at the U.S ﬂmﬁce_“ e filming of “Deliv
Forest Service says it can’t Dickey’s novel had risen to
accurately estimate. Nbo. 2 on the bestseller lists, but
Disparate environmental it wag the film, which won the
groups — feuding coalitions of Academy award for Best Pic.

paddlers and back-country  tyra that introduy Chat-
anelers prominent among ‘ooga to the wurl;.Ed e

As the government and

_ “It was & virgin river at the
| time,” Ronny Cox, a star in the
film, said in a recent interview
- with GreenvilleOnline.com. “In
many ways, the filming of
‘Deliverance’ sort of spoiled
the river."

The year before the movie's
release, boating use was about
80O floaters per year but

. swelled to 21,000 in 1973,

Cox in his acting debut
played the part of the intro-
spective, bespectacled Atlanta
city alicker Drew, who played

‘Dueling Banjos™ with the
child savant in the film.

In the novel, the character
“Ed," played in the movie by
actor Jon Voight, muses on the
“country of the nine-fingered
people,” whose homeland will
soon be floeded t0 make way
for a hydroelectric lake.

In Christepher Dickey's
1999 memoir “Summer of De-
liverance,” detailing his ten-
uous relationship with his mer-
¢urial, alcoholic father, the sen
describes the phrase as a ref-
erence to “so tauch inbreeding
and so many bad accidents that
mrypody’s migsing some-

g 1]

Still today, the movie's infa-
mous backwoods rape sceng
eclipses Burt Reynolds’ sur-
vivalist character’s pensive

al'lt Kindrea uf (a_naﬁa takes an Bull Sluice on the Chattooga Ri:.rer, The Chattooga was the sbcth river Kindree boated in a sin-day span. mykal moeLnowneye

reflections on mankind selling
nature's soul.

“Squeal like & pig" was an
improvisation not found within
the novel, introduced to sharp-
en the horror of the act that
James Dickey had said was
employved “to put the moral
weight of murder on the subur-
banites.” '

“The movie went out of its
way to degrade the local peo-
ple, more than even the book *
said Doug Adams, who in, 1965
s g graduate engineer made
Clayton his permanent home
after first discovering trout
fishing on the river a decade

earlier.

The characterization of
river locals as inbred, sub-
human hillbillies angered lo-
cals then and today, Adams
sdid.

“There was conflict,” he
said. "“When the movie came
out there was hurmiliation of
the local people, Things just
changed dramatically,”

Perfect wilderness

“You don't beat this river.
Muachines are gonna fail. And
the system’s gonna fail.”

The sky here along the
Chattooga is clear blue, the
spring air dry enough to ignite
a spark of static electricity.

If you stretch your gaze
ypward and beyond what you
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gan imagine, the atmosphere
offers little obstruction as blue
shades darken into a glimpse
of outer space:

Coruscating beneath the
late morning sun is water just
as clear, reflecting trees whose
green not only contrasts, but
radiates.

The Chattooga River is what
they say it is,

A few hundred yards up-
stream from the State 28
bridge — forbidden te pad-
dlers — two anglers twirl their
rods, swooping their lines into
shallow waters,

Their bubble of personal
space extends just to the
hounds of shouting distance.

Stephen Geldard, owner and
operator of Seneca-based Ship-
shape pier and sea wall con-
struetion company, wades in
the stream, carefully unhook-
ing a diminutive frout from his
line and releasing it.

Geldard has fished some of
the most pristine watersin
North America.
~ “I've lived in Alaska, north-
ern New Mexico,” he says. “It's
perfect out here,”

Geldard wades downriver,
carefully navigating the con-
tours of each time-worn stone,
and fades into the distant

Irees,
Ten miles downstream, |
Leah Kindree and Wayne Doni-

son are the only kayakers

parked at an access area (o
Bull Sluice. '
The two have traveled from

their bedroom communities

‘gutside Toronto to float rivers

in the Southeast, and the Chat-
tooga is, they say, the “classic
river."

They have yet to unload
their kayaks, hoping a group of
like-minded strangers with:
similar interests will give them
an elght-mile car ride back
from Tugaloo Lake.

“It's just the way the pad-
dling community is, especially
here in the South,” Kindree
says.

The trip the two baby boom-
ers have embarked on is much
like their philosophy of the
undammed Chattooga, which

responds draztically to rain-
fall, providing a unique experi-
ence nearly every day.

"We were just lucky to
catch it while it was running,”
Doenison saya.

Soon, an SUV ambles up the
hill, with boats attached up tep.

. Jay Wolfe and Josh Willi-
ford — off-the-clock river
guides and residents of Long
Creek in their 20s — are put-
ting in at Bull Sluice, 10 miles
downstream from the State 28
Russell Bridge where legal
paddling begins. )

Wolfe says he imagines
what the boating i3 like in the
forbidden zone. He's heard of
those who have experienced it,
the old-timers, the scofflaws
and those who were lucky
enough to participate in a gov-
ernment study in the head-
waters a few years ago,

Without hesitation, the pair
agrees to give the Canadians a
ride back.

The quartet pick their line
and launch briefly above the
rocks just beneath, then gently
float from sight, downstream,
around the bend.

“This is not the outside
world,” Wolfe says. “It's an
example of how it could be
done a differént way. It's not
about getting ahead of each
other. It's coming out here to
be and not conguering any-
ﬂﬁﬂg; #

David Simpson, known in
the paddling community as
“Psyco” for his daredevil rep-
utation, has made the trek for
30 years from Greenville to
brave the Chattooga,

“Ti' T don't do it soon; I'm
going tobe teo old,” Simpson
said. “They're not making any
More rivers, damming
them up.”

Simpson maintains that the
rapids of the headwaters are so
C e that few boaters
will ever trv to tame them.

“If they want to have a natu-
ral experience, then they



should stop putting stocked
fish in there and let them fish
what was native at the time,”
he iaid. “It’s an artificial set-

However, not all paddlers
feel compelled to float the
headwaters — nor is it neces-
sary for them to have unlim-

ited access; said RonBo Green, -

who once was Simpson’s pad-
dling companion before a boat-
ing accident in West Virginia
required neck surgery.

The rapids in the headwa-
ters aren't Class IV or even
Class V, said Green, who will
s00n turn 70,

"I ¢lass the Upper Chattoo-
ga at the right level as termi-
nal,” Green said. I know
there’s some rapids up there
that, if you're a young man and
a good boater, you want 1o take
them on." However, he said, T
understand the fishermen.
‘About his only choice is the
headwaters.” )

Yet, Geldard doesn't see the
headwaters as his alone.

The true protection that has
preserved the Chattooga's
magic, Geldard said, is the
prohibition of development
along the river,

“Fishing restrictions are
gaod,” he said, “but in public
waters 11{;5 hard tuplremrict one
thin Ean say people can use it
for this and not for that, If the
fish are there, and they're
hungry, it’s going to be good
fishing.”

Wolfe said he considers
himself both a paddler and a

isherman. And whether navi-
ting a boat or wading to

cateh a fish, he said, you must
read the flow of the water.

“Tt's a pood metaphor for
life, really. You can fight
apainst things that‘are bigger
than we are, but in the end, if
you don't just go with it, and do
the best vou can in the space of
going with it, you're kind of
fighting a losing battle.”

CreemuleOniine.com
EXPERIENCE THE RIVER

‘See and hear the Chattooga as paddim

tackle Bull Sluice and anglers upstream
master the art of fly fishing, With
commentary on the conflict over river:
usage. Go to GreenvilieOnline.com.
“DELIVERANCE” FIRSTHAND
Listen to an interview with “Deliverance”

star Ronny Cox. Cox talks about braving the

Chattooga and the movie's effect on
river . Exclusively at GreenvilleOnline.com

READ FOR YOURSELF

Browse a sampling of key leaal and
“administrative documents on
GreenviileOnline.com for a comprehensive
histary of the fight over the river,

-Debate oyar river usage has deep mots. 104




