WALHALLA 'A mana- - |

facturer that would oceupy -
a'50,000-squaresfoot pad at
the Oconee Industry-and: -
Technology Park isslated .-
to conie before county

council for first readingas -

an economic development
pro]ect tonight,. : s
Dubbed “Progect 'l‘her- )
mal,” the company would - -
locate its South Carolina .
operatlons inside the park
on8.C. Highway 11 prom—
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lieu-of tax agreement - the county would put ; — which would iHChlde

has passed two readings, - place'a FILOT agreement« ' & Tri-County Tech -

with the third expected .~ withProject Thermal |- campus, career center
sometime in March — -, that would lower its tax | 20 adult ediication
meaning Project Ther- .  assessmentfrom10.5t0 | for the school district,

mal would locate at the 6 percent, whilelocking | :and Oconee’s economic

site of the 500-square-foct its millage at 215. 0 for 20 development offices —as - -
pad. “years: | well as PI'OJeC‘ts Macki-

betweei1 30 and 40‘1'1 i
jobs at the site, according.

- 1o Oconee County econom:-

te development director .
Richard Blackwell

, The site is one-of two pads::;-.
‘atthe 1_ndu_str_1_a_1 park:—the -
. other: 15 300,000 square feet |
+ = thathave been prepared..

with a three-inch gravel lay: - '

" e atop graded soil to.aid in -

development of the eltes ‘for

ready tenants

In return for the prom-

ised capital investmént,

The pads are 98 percent
compacted with 1 percent”
slgpe and a dedicatod
detentlon pond in place
Blackwellsaid. . . -
' “Essentlally, (they are) -
ready:for. vertical devel

‘ opment onge a little finish -

grade is complete with the.
pad sites,” he said. :
A BMW suppller known*

' . a8 Project Mackinaw, -

is'close to finalizing an -
agreement to occupy the
1arger pad — 1ts fee-in-

"Orice a planned work-
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force development center

haw and Thermal are in.
place, Blackwell esti-
mated the park would

. be-about two-thirds full,

leaving approximately
100 acres for develop-
ment remaining inside
the park.

sbradley@npstatetoday.com | (864) 973-6128



