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SEN ECA — Oconee home builders in 2014 post-‘
ed their best numbers in six years, according to a
report tracking residential building permits sinc
2009,

- The 2385 permits puiled in 2014 by Oconee home
builders eclipsed the previous year’s total by six,
according to a year-end report released by Dale -
Akins, president of the Market Edge LLC in Knox
ville, Tenn, :

Although the yearly gain was modest, Russ ‘
Price, a spokesman for the Oconee Home Build-
ers Association, said activity remained steady - !
throughoit 2014 and there was no drop-off in
;}:; 11428t quarter as had been the case in prevmus JFSSICA NELMS | THE JOURNAL,

“People are looking to build again, and the . Terri and Bill Graham chat with 5-Tek Solar owner' Jason Smith durmg the Otioneenl-ll:tr)ll_ne
building industry is back,” Price said ahead of the | Builders Association’s Home and Remodel Show at Shaver Recreatlo: Comp t;ﬁf: oi o

- | day New home construction is up locally and across the state, according to officia

' SEE HOME, PAGE K.

Home and Remodel Show
put on by the OHBA over
" the weekend.

Mark Nix, executive
director of the Home
Builders Association of
South Carolina; recently

told The Journal that )
the industry recaptured - . . e 1 2014, |
some of its swagger that Commerclﬂl bmldmg B pulliad clnsgf %e;)gr;ges I:t \oes ;
had been lost after the - actlvlty in 2014 dropped ~ . ora The e permitsin |
foward the et ofa0gr. - off from the provious year i%?‘? while Pickens Courr
e e ona oL 200t * in poth Oconee and Plck %Y puilders slumped to -
He said the number of . ens, according to Alins & permits i 2014 a fter
permits for new housing . report. Oconee builders -198 p
 and remodeling in South
Carolina topped the 21,000 /—f‘_d
range that used tobe the, ‘ posting 3186;) in 2013c e
“average when the indus- Pickens County home “Overall; Price is g -
try was strong. : builders in 2014 also , _ dent the building industry
Nationally, Nix said the enjoyed their best num- ) is on the right track and
mdustry top’ped 1 million bers in six years, with will surpass 2014 number_s
homes in 2014; surpassing 800 permits pulled, or 18.5. this year. He said as the
~ abenchmark thathad ~ | . Percentmore than the - economy contintiesto -
been eluding the industry previous year. ) improve and YHQF-B'J"P?.. 4
sincethe recession. During the same six- ~ come to the area, dethahd -
“We weren’t coming - i -yearstretch, Pickens . - for honies in the §150,000"
close,” Nix said. “So to - County home buiflders - " t0 $225,000 price range -
' beable to hit themillion ~:  also went through some will grow in Oconee and
" mark is wonderful.” | hard times, including . : nearby areas. .
' Dur'ing the past six 2010, when just 161 per- . - :
- years, Oconee construc- mits were pulled, ords car|o§@up§_ta;etgday.com | (864 5736686
tion activity hit bottom, percent less than in 2014, - - Folowor Titlr @cgmessupstte
with 178 permits pulled, i , . =

or 26 percent less than in - - B -
2014.



