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WALHALLA — The
Year 2013 clenched two
“almost untouchahle"
weather records that
had not been broken in
Oconee County since the
Year 1964, according to
weather gauge expert
Barbara Wilson.

To tally up this past
year’s weather events,
Wilson said 2013% record
breaking started in July
as the month’s tota] pre-
cipitation totaled 15,13
inches ahove average,

"That 15.13 inches is not
the most for any monih of
July, however, it wag the
most rain in July since
1916, Wilson said. “July
0f 2013 broke the record
as the wettest July we've
Seen since 1918,

August of 2013 also
topped precipitation
charts at 11.99 inches
above average rainfall,

“The heavy rainfali fop
both those months com.
bined helped put 2013 in
place as the wettegt Year
we've recorded at the Wal-
halla Observation Center
in a while,” Wilson said,

The total amount of
rainfall for 2013 reached
arecord 91.36 inches,

“2013 was the wettess
year in almost 40 years”
Wilson said, “1964 used
to hold that record at
82.16 inches of rainfail.”

According to Wilson,

: - FiLE
2013 saw a record-break-
ing amount of rainfal in
Oconee County.

the immense amount of
rain came from systems
that moved east, dou-
bling the precipitation
levels from the previous
yearin 2012,

“It's incredible to think
of all that rain coming
from systems that just
parked here," Wilson
said. "I mean, it’s not
like we had any tropical
storms that can be credit-
¢d for such heavy pain.*

By mid-year of 2013,
the unusual amount of
rainfall was above 2012°s
Yearly rain total 0f'48.96
inches. -

“From January to July
0f 2013, about mid-year,
the rajn level totals per
month were at 58,13
inches,” Wilson said.

“In just six months, 2013

/ol
r breaks records

surpassed 2012’s precipi-
tation total for the year
ther records that sky-
rocketed during 2013 were
unusual high and low
monthly temperatires,
starting in February.

On Feb. 2 and Feb, 3,
the lowest minimum tem-
Perature dropped to 19
degrees. Nov. 13 and Nov.
14 also reached a low of
19 degrees.

The highest tempera-
ture for any month
during 2013 started June
29 at 95 degrees, which
Wilson said was “unchar-
acteristic” for the state,

*Compared to two years
ago when the tempera,
ture highs were above
90 degrees consi stently,
2013's monthly highs
were low,” Wilson said.
“Two years ago, each
month where high tem.
beratures were expected
had at least 20 days of
90 degrees or higher
~ Sometimes reaching
above 100 degrees — bui
never in 2013.

While 2013 carried
the torch for “wettest
months" in more than
four decades, Wilson says
2014 has already started
making its own mark,

"We may have record
lows already,” Wilson
said. “We will see how
this weekend goes, but be
Prepared for 4 very cold
winter.
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