2,000
acres
to get
torched

ips to outdoor locations.
'8 The Code RED alert for
Mnderson,Cherokee, Green-
Mlle, Oconee, Pickens, and
Sartanburg counties was
iktended for Thursday as
ell. That means the air qual-
v is u althy.
Smoke from wildfires can
ritaté'the eyes and respira-
ry system,as well asaggra-

A

Firefighters will take fate or exacerbate chronic

aggressive measures today
tobring the Pinnacle Moun-
tain wildfire under control |
by burning more than 2,000 ;
acres ahead of the fire, offi- ;

cials said Wednesday.

Local fire departments
are going door-to-door to (]
evacuate about 70 families d
who live in the affected
area close to the burnout ifdividuals ...
operation. The evacuation
affects the area north of g
State 11 from Back Park tj§
Road to South Saluda Road
and north to Table Rock d
according to
Russell Hubright, spokes-
man for the SC Forestry ,

Reservoir,

Commission.

Fire officials are con-
cerned zbout a cold front t
moving into the Upstate
that will bring high winds
and lower humidity, he

said.

The burnout
and will extend north to the
Table Rock Reservoir,
south to the Pinnacle Lake
area, and east to the Table
Rock State Park boundary
near High Low Gap.

The burnout also will
significantly increase the
amount of smoke in the air,

Hubright said. The smoke en

on Wednesday forced state
health officials to declare
another air quality alert,
while the prospect for rain
to ease the situation re-
mained grim.

The Department of
Health and Environmental

Control issued the Code 3

RED air quality alert for
the Upstate, saying that ac-

tive children, adults and i
people with asthma and -
other respiratory illnesses °
should stay indoors. Area *
hospitals have reported an ; &
increase in patients with

respiratory issues but they

couldn’t confirm that they ¥

affects
both sides of Table Rock

bart and lung diseases.

“Fet individuals with ex-
in ng or heart disease,
ey need to be very aware of
e air quality and how much
e they're spending out-
bors,” said Dr. Melissa
erman, assistant state epi-
bmiologist with DHEC.

“In particular with older
and kids as
ell because pound-for-
; ds take in more air
’ she added. “If
1l smoke, the rec-
mn is to do your
ayinside asmuch as

[

. The fire at Pinnacle Moun-
pin Pickens County con-

tipued burning Wednesday,
nsuming more than 3,283
aeres so far, Hubright said.

“ It is about 35 percent con-
tained, he said.

¢ “This is largest wildfire in
the last 30-40 years in Pick-
ens County. There was one in
1978 in Oconee County that
was almost 3,000 acres,” he
said, “This will definitely be
a: historic fire, one of the
largest ever in the mountains
of South Carolina.”

i Also Wednesday, the Pick:

1s Eounty Council declarec
a state of emergency, one
week after the fire broke out.
County Emergency Manage-
;ment Director Denise Kwia-
tek . said after the council
vote that the declaration
' Pickens County
1 more local, state
(*federal agencies for
elp. The state of emergency
:-also allow Wilson to

past being tracked
were related to the smoke. ;¥ .S: Forest Service,
Meanwhile, Greenville -3  to USA Today.

County Schools canceled ._
outdoor recess at many #

schools, scaled back out-
door a}th}etic practices or

es have been fueled
i ‘and trees parched
nthe nf drought.

leg _off ‘dutdoor running’
bs. Principals have alsot
‘{fen advised to cancel field¥

h hope for any re-

near term, said
in, meteorologist
ational Weather
Service.

“Parts of the Upstate are
in extreme drought, which
means it’s not only extraordi-
narily dry, but we're seeing
an agricultural impact, riv-
ers are at low flow, and lake
levels also relatively low
now,” she said. “We have had
rainfall, it’s just been so far
below normal.”

The drought began in
early May, she said.

So far this year, Visin said,
29.8 inches of rain has fallen
at Greenville-Spartanburg
Airport. The normal is 41.2
inches, so the region is close
to a foot below normal, she
said.

The two-tenth of an inch of
rain that fell on Sunday
wasn’t much help, she said.

“It wasn’t long enough or
wide-spread enough,” she
said. “In a lot of cases it will
take multiple inches of rain
for wildfires of this level.”

Unfortunately, the fore-
cast for the next few ‘days
only holds a 20-percent
chance of rain on Friday as a
cold front moves through,
she said.

“Even if we do get rain,”
Visin said, “key with this is it
does not look like it will be
heavy rainfall or sustained
for any length of time.”

Another system moving
into the areanext Wednesday
could bring some rain.

“But how much and how
heavy, that’s really the ques-
tionright now,” she said, add-
ing there are some subtle
signs that the current dry
weather pattern might
change by mid-December.

Meanwhile, the state For-
estry Commission burning
ban issued last week for the
region continues. That
means no outdoor burning of
yard debris or for forestry,
wildlife or agricultural pur-
poses. And officials strongly
encourage residents to re-
frain from campfires and
open-fire cooking. ==
- State burning bans are
only issued when conditions
become extreme, said forest-
ry commission spokesman
Doug Wood. In this case, the
ban was issued when the
commission got reports of
sustained wind gusts and low
humidity, he said.

‘r'he commission doesn’t
have the power to restrict
campfires and open-fire
cooking, he said.

It was a campfire that’

started the Pinnacle Moun-
tain fire, Hubright said.

Some 170 firefighters
from all over South Carolina
are battling the blaze. About
70 are from the Forestry
Commission, and the rest are
from other fire departments,
some from as far away as
Myrtle Beach and Lexington
County, he said.

The main challenge with

fighting the fire is access —

the Table Rock area is very
steep, he said.

“Trying to get a bulldozer
inthere, even to try to getour
crews with tools to do f1r_e
breaks, is almost impossi-
ble,” he said.

Hubright said the con-
trolled burn planned for to-
day may stop the fire from
spreading eastward by rob-
bing it of fuel.

“We have a wind event

coming in on Saturday,” he
said. “If we don’t do some- |

thing more assertive or ag-
gressive now, it could move
more rapidly to the east.”

Burns have been done to
contain the fire in the west
and southwest parts of the
blaze, and officials are confi-
dent those lines will hold, he
said.

“What's not contained yet
is the north side down to the
Saluda River and the east
side near the edge of Table
Rock state park property,” he
said. “Tomorrow’s burn-out
is designed torob that part of
the fire so it can’t go across
Saluda Road.”

So far, no structures have
burned, Hubright said, add-
ing people should stay away
from the area because of the
smoke.

DHEC said people who
live near the wildfires should
monitor the s-itua;ion_closely.
Along with staying _mdooys,
DHEC advises keeping win-
dows closed, keeping refresh
air intakes closed and chang-
ing air filters.

Exercise shouldbe limited

to indoors as well, Overman
said. And those with health
conditions should follow
their management plans, she
said.

“The biggest thing is get-
ting through this,” she salt_l.
“We strongly enco_urage_lf
anybody starts having an 1n-
crease in symptoms of respi-
ratory or heart disease to

ennlr medical attention.”







