HOUSE & HOME

Easy Solutions for
aSyKi(‘gcl}]legs & Baths

[t’5 too easy for a remodeling budget go down theldrain when improving a Ritchen or
buthroom. Small; inexpensive tmprovenients such as painting o refinishing tubs, sinks.
cabinets, countertops, and even grout can give.old kitchens and buaths a fresh feel.

Mivale Meghol
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Counters.

Granite |s:stlll King when
It cormes i colinlertaps
(withy cuartz a close
spcond), The price of
granite has dropped
zonsiderably in recent
yEArS, ever) as low as:$223
persauare feot, which
imiakes it not much mare
axpensivethar laminate,
says David Alderman,
president of the National
Hitchen and Bath
Association. Butif granite
stiil doesn tiit seflers’
tudgef, they may be able
to get the look for less
with updated laminates
that rezemble granite,

or By enhancing the ook
of the colntertops they
have, Soine companies
affer kits to help make
countertops résemble
granite styles:(n ber
h=tings, Fisher has

used 3 54995 color kit
from Gianl Inc. (wiwi.
GianiGranite.com) that
takes larmpate. ceramic
tile, or nther countertops
from plain lo.a marbfe-
like appearance, For
amuadern ook, liquid
stainless stes| fimsh s
also avaitabie, Even those
old tile countertons can
be saved. fisher suggests
hiring a profossional to
clean or paint the groul,
Fisher turned to The
Grout Doctor, a grout
cleaning company with
natlanwide franchises,

to overhaul white tile
countertops that had
dark purple grout. The
purple was off-putting

m photos, she says. She
had the grout refinished
in a light cream calor,

it cost less than $220
and rmade a drastic
improverment. (Tip:
Cleaning and refinishing
stawned or dirty grout on
fioors and bathtubs can
make a big difference,
too. Just be sure to keep
your grout color neutral

for best results.)
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BUYERS LOVE PULL-OUT SHELVES IN A KITCHEN.
YOU CAN ADD THEM FAIRLY EASILY TO MOST CABINETS.

They are avajlable in three basic materials:

+ Solid wood

+ Metal wire

i Plywood sides with fiber bottoms

Read more at http://www.houselogic.com

Cabinets.
Dark cabinets can make
a hitchen look cavelike
But your seller doesn't
nead o spend the big
hicks forinew. cabinetry
As long as the cabinets

-are in good condition.
you-can update their

ook for under $250.
Nevw eabinet knobs or
handles—an easy do-
it-yaurself project—can
Instantly upgrade a
kitchen Yol can get
hardware for as littie

as %2 fo 53 apiece

“It's amazing hiow

you can transform
decent cabinets by

{ust swapping out the
hardware and bringing it
up 1o date,” Millhoitand
sdye, Brushed nickel
hardware looks high-end,
Fisher says, Chrome is
alsora good option, while
black and bronze are
Eaining popularity, Avoid
dated brazs knobs. For
outdsted cabinels get out
the paintbrush, Painting
cabinets a richy, neutral
ceior or refinishing the
cahinets with a clear
coat can greatly enhance
their appearance and
brighten the kitchen.
Popular color choiges are
warm earth tones, such
as off-white capinetry
with butterscotch glaze
(it realiy pops when
combined witk a tannish
goid granite countertop)
or cream colors,
Millholland says.

Fixtures.

Instantly make's

dated bathroom more
modern with just a few
anhancements to the
fixtures, For example.
removing that large
plated glass mirror or
old medizine cabinet
and replacing it with a
framed mirrorin a rich
finish like qil-rubbed
bronze. can make a big
change at a small cost,
says Bill Millholtand of
Case Design/Remodeling
e, 2V make the
bathream ook much
more sophisticated,”
henotes, “Typically a
Bigger mirror is botter
than a smalier one, but
consider it$ proportion
to the room—it will laok
awkward if it's too big."
For an easy. elegant look,
add sconces on each
sude of a framed rmuirror,
adds Alderman.

If your faucets have
forever lost their shine,
yol might consider
replacing those too.

even tor as low as $20.
You'li want to make

sure your lighting and
faucet finishes a‘l match,
Millhotland recommends.
The maost popular
bathroom faucet firshes
are brushed nicket,
foliowed by polished
chrome and satin nickel,
according to an NKBA

trend report.

Surfaces.

iyt Fisher has
-ittude of colors
18 !:a:‘ru'ﬂ-cm countertops,
LrEs, st tubs—from
pinks 10 brown tubs
in Linfyy tive tiles. But it's
nat =gy o sell a pea-
#res b, and it's pricey
to ropiace it Fisher, a
salespergon with Empire
Realty it Walnut Creek,
Zallf, has covered up

: tHTporm color
dileimrras by hiring pros
o refindsh the problem
areas in a neutral white.
Two national franchises,
Miraclz Method and
Permagiaze, can refinish
porcelain, fiberglass, and
acrylic, among others,
and repair cracks to
make the material ook
new, Fisher has found
that to be a cost-ettective
solution: She paid
Miracie Method about
$350 to refinish a pink
bathtub and shower

and about $200 for

the counter and sinks,
changing them to a
neutral white. For $550,
the change completely
transformed the once-
colorful bathroom into

a more pleasing neutral
one for resale that

no longer had buyers

grimacing.

.-—

Appliances.

Kitchen appliances

that are mismatched or
dated can be difficult for
buyers to look past. As
long as the appliances
still work, an increasingly
popular option is
painting them. Several
companies, such as Rust-
Oleum and Kryton, make
special paint to spray or
brush over appliances

in biack, white, or other
shades. Stainless steel
paint, such as Thomas'
Liquid Stainless Steal,
will give a refrigerator,
dishwasher, or range a
brushed-on look. Costs
for the special paints
start at $19.95; you ¢an
often find kits designed
for specific appliances.
OF course, you'll want to
disclose such updates to
buyers and make them
aware of any upkeep
issues.
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